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PREFACE. 


Tuer Index at the end of this volume will show that during the 
present year the readers of The Baptist Magazine have been indebted 
for instruction contained in its columns to some of the most able and 
judicious among the teachers of our churches. It is proper to state also 
that in departments in which it is not customary to publish the name of 
the writer, essential service has been rendered by our brethren Godwin, 


Cramp, Dyer, Aldis, Steane, Tomkins, and Doctors Cox and Murch. 


Anticipating the continuance of aid from these and other competent 
brethren, the Editor entertains a cheering expectation that, in propor- 
tion as the sale of the Magazine extends, it will promote the best 
interests of the Baptist churches, and conduce to the spread of truth 


and righteousness, in this and in distant lands. 


The Editor has recently resigned a pastoral charge which he had 
sustained many years, in the country, and removed to the metropolis. 
He hopes that his residence in this central and influential city, where 
necessarily a large proportion of the most important public business is 
transacted, will facilitate his acquisition of interesting information, and 
enable him to carry into effect several improvements which he contem- 
plates. He begs leave, however, to remind his brethren at a distance 
that, for provincial intelligence, he must be dependent upon the sponta- 


neous aid of residents in different parts of the empire. 


London, November 25, 1839. 
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MEMOIR OF THE LATE REV. GEORGE BARCLAY. 
OF IRVINE. 


" BY THE REY. JOHN LEEOHMAN, A.M. 


before and after she had children of her 
own. ‘Twice, about this period, his life 
was in imminent danger, and on each 
of these occasions he had but. a_hair- 
breadth escape from sudden death. At 
school he did not make any great profi- 
ciency ; but this appears to have arisen 
‘more from the carelessness of the master, 
and the mode of tuition then prevalent, 
fr vant of ability in him. 
sans he was 


~ Grorcr Barcnay was care in Kalwin- 
ning, a small village in Ayrshire, on the | 
12th of March, 1774. His parents 
moved in humble life, but appear to 
have given pleasing evidence of piety. 
They belonged to a class of orginal 
seceders from the Scottish kirk, called. 
Antiburghers, the Rev. Mr. ‘Jamieson, 
Mrs. Barclay’ s only. brother, being the | 
minister of the congregation where they | than 
regularly worshipped. George was the | Bei 
only child of his mother, who died when 
he was only seven months old. The re- | 


po S a oe this excellent person are | 
tifyi 


her manners, } a 
death owas | 
_ | ous,. although 

| to speak of ae wi 


Rioaad a among is papers 
decease, “I entered on my 
appre a servant of sin, without 

tod, without hope, and yoid of much 
concern about any - thing important, in 
Te rd, either to this world or the one to 
ec For three years longer he lived 
| wi Rae remorse for the past, regard for 
the present, or any intention to repent 
— reform for the. future ; or, if he did 

B 


which prove u to te “transgressors | | 
from the womb” began to bud, and |. 
: blossom, and bring forth ‘fruit, even at 
that early age; and soon it became || 
evident that he had entered the wide | 
ute, and was treading the broad ee 
t leadeth to destruction, _ i 
When about six years ¢ rf “age his 
‘father married a second time. He was 
uch beloved by his step-mother, both | 
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form any resolutions to amend, they | were occasionally my experience. I 


were never carried into effect, and were 
soon forgotten. “I had,’ he says, 
“many witnesses in myself that I was a 
sinner against God, an apostate from him, 
and an enemy to him, in.my mind and 
by wicked works. I had abundant 
proof that I was guilty and condemned 
—that I needed a divine Saviour, and a 
free redemption—that I must be created 
anew, and by energy divine be con- 
verted to God, or God. and glory could 
never be mine. These things I did not 
learn at oneé: I became, hcewever, the 
subject of divine teaching ; and he who 
opens the eyes of the blind, and turns 
the cursed current of the rebel’s heart, 
has, I trust, taught me what flesh and 
blood cannot reveal, and has led me in 
the way I knew not.” 

When about sixteen years of age he 
began to feel concern about his soul. 
He had been religiously brought up ; but 
he neither understood, nor relished, nor 
had embraced the gospel. ‘The bent 
of my soul,” he observes, “ was towards 
the self-righteous circle ; as my concern 
incteased, I made towards it; in due 
time I entered it, and went about to es- 
tablish my own righteousness.” In the 
winter of 1790, a cousin and companion 
of his own, and nearly of the same age, 
made a public profession of religion. 
This led Mr. Barclay’s father to propose 
to him that he too should get prepared 
to join the congregation at the next 
communion. This proposal was grati- 
fying to him; principally, perhaps, be- 
cause it flattered the pride of his heart, 
while it suggested no necessity for his 
exercising “repentance towards God, 
and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ,” as 
an indispensable pre-requisite to church 
fellowship. That very night he retired, 
and prayed, and wept about the matter. 
“T now,” he says, “entered on a new 
course, but it was not the narrow way, 
though in course of "inte t trust it led 
me to it. But I should tremble to re- 
commend the same road to another, in 
order to attain the same end. Who 
‘wouid recommend the course of Saul of 
Tarsus, in order to conversion to the 
faith of Christ? Yet his zeal in the 


former led to the latter. My course Mi 
this 


I believe, as unsuitable as his to 

end ; therefore it is meet that with him 
T should say, ‘by the grace of God Ian 
what Iam. About this period I wor- 
shipped I know not what. Depression 


of spirits, and elevation of affections, | 


rs 5, a 


ya 


have no conviction that I was either 


penitent or believing; it is likely, then, 
that these states of mind were occasioned 

by what I considered failure or success 

in my self-righteous endeavours. Al- 
though more correct in my outward con- 
duct, and in as to the company 1 — 
kept, yet when I sinned it did not pierce 
me very deeply, and when I refrained or 
fled from it, this excited my self-com- 
placency, and encouraged me in my en- 
deavours to establish my own righteous- 
ness. 

The ministry under which Mr. Bar- 
clay then sat does not appear to have 
altogether met his case. His uncle, with 
whom he then chiefly resided, was in- 
deed a man of God, and exercised to 
godliness ; but his ministry, although 
earnest and impressive, was deficient in 
proving the souls of men to be under 
sin, guilty, condemned and _ helpless, 
and as such directing them clearly and 
definitely to the dignity and death of 
the Son of God, as the only refuge from 
the wrath to come. It was, therefore, 
little calculated to arouse and convict 
the sinner, or to undeceive and unshelter 
the self-righteous. Indeed, an impres- 
sive ministry, which dwells on the 
generalities of religion, but which does 
not prominently bring forward, and 
solemnly enforce, the reasons why a 
sinner should flee to Christ; and where- 
fore it is that Jesus is able to save to the 
very uttermost, has a direct tendency to 
make the awakened sinner enter on a 
self-righteous course. In this course the 
subject of this memoir long laboured. 
He prayed, and vowed, and covenanted 
with God. He was admitted to the — 
church; attended to the Lord’s Supper; 
had intercourse with serious people ; 
but, being ignorant of God’s righteous- 
ness, and going about to establish his 
own righteousness, he did not submit to — 
the righteousness of God. At length, — 
however, the affairs of his soul became 
involved beyond remedy, in as far. 
own efforts could go. He became “dead 
to the law.” All hope of obtaining what 


fea 
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mercy. Referring to this momentous 
period, he says, “I recollect that this 
very sentiment possessed my _ heart, 
while the coming judgment frequently 
dwelt upon my mind. Righteousness 
and the remission of sins were what I 
now saw I needed, and without which 
I could not be saved ; and these, I trust, 
I then; obtained through the knowledge 
of the obedience and death of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. The atonement of the 
Son of God was the first thing that re- 
lieved my perplexed and guilty mind. 
Indeed, nothing else could. My con- 
victions were become quite distinct, and 
nothing but a redemption equally well 
established could be of any avail to me. 
This remedy I perceived in the death of 
Jesus, and gladly welcomed redemption 
through his blood. This was a remedy 
for my disease—a refuge for my unshel- 
tered soul, to which I thankfully re- 
sorted, and where I found access and 
enjoyment aceording to the extent of 
my knowledge, which I trust was real, 
though even then very limited. The 
light, however, in which I then disco- 
vered the redemption of the Lord Jesus, 
IT well remember. It was revealed to 
me under the suitable and interesting 
idea of rienTEousness. I perceived that 
Jesus, by his obedience unto death, had 
fulfilled all righteousness, had magnified 
the law of God, and made it honour- 
able. In this point of view I discovered 
it, depended on it, and rejoiced in it. 
Oh! how it suited the necessities of my 
soul, and satisfied the desires of my 
heart. I perceived it—was persuaded 
of it—was pleased with it—and was 
profited by it, all at once. I regarded 
the gospel, not as a history, but as a 
sovereign remedy. I embraced it not as 
a sound system, but as a faithful and 
acceptable saying, and that in order to 
personal salvation, My real, spiritual, 
pressing necessities compelled me ; and 
‘its grace, and truth, and infinite suit- 
_ableness, fully satisfied my soul. That 
which also relieved and supported my 
troubled soul, was the knowledge of the 
_ person of Christ, the propitiation, as the 
mighty God. This was a rock under my 
‘sinking feet: for, if my necessities were 
great, the provision which God had 
made, by the divine ransom, was much 
more abundant. This gave peace and 
confidence to my mind. I found in my 
experience the truth of the following 
ripture, ‘ This is the rest, and this is 
the refreshing, whereby ye may cause 
2 & 


Q 
o 


the weary torest.’ I sat under his sha ~ 
dow with great delight, and seemed to 
myself to be described in the following 
expressive lines :— 
‘The rags he once counted his own, 
Are consumed by celestial flame ; 
And a mantle is over him thrown 
Washed white in the blood of the Lamb.’ 


“Now I began to enjoy God, and 
truly my fellowship was with the Father, 
and with his Son Jesus Christ. Strict 
justice, as well as sovereign reign- 
ing grace, I contemplated in my re- 
demption, and confided in with equal 
comfort, God on the throne of his glory 
was as much the object of my trust and 
boast, as Jesus dying on Calvary. - I 
think I may say with confidence, that 
the satisfaction of divine justice, and the 
security and shining of the divine glory 
in the salyation of sinners, through the 
sacrifice of the Son of God, have given me 
equal or superior satisfaction to what I 
ever enjoyed in the hope of my own sal- 
vation. It so arrested my attention— 
absorbed my thoughts, and satisfied my 
soul, that I have, for a season, as it were, 
forgotten myself in the glory of God. I 
never found lines, in human composition, 
that more fitly expressed my feelings, 
when God thus opened my eyes, and 
attracted my heart to the cross, than 
these beautiful lines of Cowper :— 


“Tis heaven, all heaven descending on the 
_- wings 
Of the glad legions of the King of kings ; 
Tis more, ’tis God diffused through every 
art, 
Tis God himself triumphant in the heart,’ 

““ These discoveries formed the foun- 
dation of my dependence as a sinner, 
and the spring of my happiness as a 
believer. Through divine teaching and 
tender mercy I had now obtained that 


| knowledge of the gospel which gave me 


reasons of hope and joy towards God. 


I felt the foundation of God under me, 


and rested my soul on it with unhesita- 
ting confidence. I 
and portion in God himself. I continued, 
however, to feel with increasing sensi- 
bility the evils of my heart, and to be 
affected with my shortcomings and 
transgressions. When I had little or no 
doubt of my standing in the divine 
fayour, and being an heir of life « ternal, 
I groaned, being burdened with a sense 
of want. of conformity to God, and the 
prevalenee of inward corruption. I 
sought deliverance carnestly, and my 


I thus found a refuge — 


— 
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ineffectual efforts prepared me to receive 
the revelation of God respecting the 
manner in which sanctification was 
bestowed, and was to be enjoyed. I 
now began to discover that deliverance 
from sin, and the possession of holiness, 


were essential parts of the salvation of 


Christ, and as much of grace, as was the 
justification of life. This was no less 
glad tidings to me, than was the know- 
ledge of pardon and acceptance from 
the same source. Hence I eagerly em- 
braced it, and thankfully enjoyed it. 
The springs whence this information 
and comfort flowed to me at that period 
were the death of Christ, and the pro- 


mises of purity in the New Covenant, of 


which he is the Mediator. Heaven was 
to me a place to be desired especially on 
account of the perfect purity there to be 
enjoyed. As formerly, when I discerned 
the death and dignity of Jesus, I com- 
mitted myself to him for eternal salva- 
tion ; so now, with similar confidence in 
his sanctifying grace, I willingly conse- 
crated myself as a living sacrifice to his 
service, and regarded it as equally my 
duty and interest, my highest honour, 
and chief happiness, ‘ to be for the Lord, 
and not for another.’ Thus were the 
unsearchable riches of Christ unfolded,to 
my understanding, and communicated 
to my heart. I was thus prepared to 
put a real value on every property of the 
‘pearl of great sprice,’ and with joy I 
parted with all I had to obtain it. I 
bless the Lord, who hath given me 
counsel, otherwise I had certainly tram- 
pled it under my feet, and treated it as 
a common thing. Verily I am a debtor, 
an eternal debtor, to sovereign, infinite 
mercy—to the operation of the Holy 
Spirit—and to the mediation of Em- 
manuel, the King of glory. As such I 
desire to live ; as such I wish to die ; as 
such I hope to be known in the eternal 
world.” 

Thus was Mr. Barclay brought by di- 
vine grace “from darkness to light, and 


from the power of Satan unto God.” | 


He parted from his companions in sin 
and folly. 


and prayer. He associated with those 
who were reputed pious. His com- 
panions, however, were few ; and among 
them he seldom found experience simi- 
lar to his own. A degree of gloom and 
despondency, for the most part, hun 

over the religion of his associates, whic 

cast a shade of uncertainty over their 


; He spent much of his leisure | 
time alone, in reading, meditation, | 


experiences to which he was a stranger. 
He had been led in so plain a path, that 
his convictions, and confidence, and 
comfort, were all deeply imbued with 
the spirit of assurance. The exercises 
through which he passed, while being 
brought to God, were certainly, in some 
respects, peculiar. They were, however, 
no doubt, necessary for himself, and 
they were also eminently fitted to pre- 
pare him for his future lot and labours 
in the vineyard of God. Few could 
make the terrors of the law thunder 
around the careless sinner with greater 
feeling and effect than he. Few were 
more able to unravel the mazes of self- 
righteousness, or drive the awakened 
sinner from those refuges of lies to 
which the unhumbled heart of man is so 
prone to repair. Few could with greater 
clearness and ability unfold the rich re- 
deeming remedy of the gospel, in its 
fulness, and freeness, and suitableness, 
and glory ; or enforce with greater ear- 
nestness the claims which the Redeemer 
has on the redeemed to the highest 
affections of their hearts, and the con- 
stant devotedness of their lives. That 
which he had tasted and handled of the 
word of God, he declared unto the 
people. By the grace of God he was 
what he was; and the grace bestowed. 
upon him was notin vain. God counted 
him faithful, and put him into the mi- 
nistry ; we must therefore return to this 
subject, and glance at those providences 
by :which he was prepared for, and 
ushered into the vineyard of the Lord. 
Mr. Barclay had not long believed the 
truth before he felt a desire to make it 
known to others. When he was about 
twenty years of age, and had just finished 
his apprenticeship, these desires became 
oe strong. At that time he 
would not have reckoned any thing too 


| valuable to art with for the attainment _ 
of such a privilege. Yet he never men~ _ 


tioned his desire to any one, nor did he 
at that time scarcely presume to make 
it matter of prayer, it seemed so far 
removed beyond the reach of his attain- 
ment. His cousin, formerly mentioned, — 
who had been training for the ministry 


from a child, and who was now about to 


enter it, was the first who proposed to 
Mr. Barclay that he should tome his at- 
tention to this important subject, and 
kindly promised to render him all the 
assistance in his power. Thus his former 
desires to serve God in the gospel of his 


| Son were kindled afresh. He now began Z 
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to pray about it in good earnest. Both 
his conscience and his affections became 
engaged in the matter. He obtained 
the advice of ministers and other friends. 
He made it a matter of fasting, and 
prayer, and serious self-examination ; 
and at length he came to the conclusion 
that it was his duty to proceed, and en- 
deavour, if possible, to qualify himself 
for this most solemn and responsible 
service. 

On the 16th of December, 1796, Mr. 
Barclay, married Miss Janet Spiers, the 
youngest daughter of Mr. Robert Spiers, 
a respectable farmer in the neighbour- 
hood of Kilwinning; and immediately 
after he removed to Paisley, to com- 
mence and prosecute his studies for the 
ministry. He obtained the concurrence 
and assistance of his pastor, the Anti- 
burgher minister of that town ; and for 
a short period he persevered in his laud- 
able endeavours. But, having at the 
same time to provide for his family by 
his own labours, and having seven years’ 
study before him ere he could be per- 
mitted to enter the ministry, in the con- 
nexion to which he then belonged, he 
was again, most reluctantly, obliged to 
abandon all hopes of obtaining that 
which he valued above every thing on 
earth. He comforted himself, however, 
with the thought that the Lord saw it 
was in his heart to serve him, and that 
he would approve of the desire, though 
it might not seem best to his infinite 
wisdom that he should be privileged 
thus to be employed. But, He who leads 
_the- blind in a way that they know not, 
was about to grant him the desire of his 
heart in a way and manner most unex- 
pected. 

About this time, when he seemed to 


himself and others to have given up all | 


thoughts of the ministry, he was unex- 
pectedly invited by the Sabbath School 
Society, which was then just commenc- 
ing its labours in Paisley, to assist the 
managers in their benevolent exertions; 
and after a few weeks he became a 
teacher in one of their schools. He 
taught a large class of boys for eighteen 
months with much pleasure and profit 
both to himself and others; and this 
sphere of usefulness, into which Provi- 
Beate had introduced him, proved a 
much more effectual preparation for his 
favourite object than that which he had 
been obliged to abandon, although he, at 
that time, neither regarded it, nor fol- 
ae it, as such. Before leaving Kil- 


¢ 


winning he had also obtained some in- 
formation respecting Missionary exer- 
tions, both at home and abroad. He 
read the reports with great interest ; his 
heart was towards those who willingly 
offered themselves to this service of the 
Prince of Peace; and from that time to 
the close of his life, the Missionary cause 
became one of his most favourite objects. 
By these means his heart became en- 
larged. He began to get disentangled 
from those narrow principles which then 
prevailed among the sect to which he 
at that time belonged. The proofs of 
godliness which he saw in persons of 
other denominations, and the accounts 
he read of their faith, and fruitfulness, 
and united exertions for the good of men, 
and the glory of God, freed his heart 
from a party spirit, and determined him 
to “walk at liberty, and keep God’s pre- 
cepts.” At this period, too, his mind 
began gradually to recede from Presby-: 
terian principles, and to embrace those 
denominated Independent or Congrega- 
tional, All these things payed his way, 
and prepared his mids for entering on 
the service of the gospel, while an un- 
seen hand was conducting him towards 
it. 

It was at this time that Robert Hal- 
dane, Esq., was collecting a class of stu- 
dents in Scotland to be placed under the 
tuition of the late excellent Mr. Bogue, of 
Gosport. It was proposed to Mr. Barclay 
by a friend, that he should join this class. 
His mind, however, was not then suffi- 
ciently confirmed in the principles of 
Congregational churches to permit him 
to do so. He, however, relinquished his 
business, and engaged himself asa clerk ; 
and then an event occurred, which, 
though at one time it seemed likely to 
put a period to his existence below, was, 
in the issue, the means of thrusting him 
into the gospel harvest. 


In September, 1799, he was seized — 


with an attack of liver complaint, which 
confined him nearly three months, and 
brought him to the very brink of the — 
rave. His medical attendants considered 
im in imminent danger, and both his’ 
friends and himself thought that the 
time of his departure was at hand. He 
had no fear of death. He spake with 
pleasure of his relation to Christ, and his 
interest in the blessings of salvation, and 


his spirit rejoiced in God his Saviour. 


With all the freedom of a dying person 
he recommended the Redeemer to those 


who visited him; for his blood, and 
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grace, and righteousness, which had often 
relieved and comforted him before, he 
now found an all-sufficient support and 
solace when he seemed to stand at the 
portal of eternity. Referring to this af- 
fecting period of his history, he says, 
‘< My prospects of ever being allowed of 
God to labour in the gospel were now at 
an end; but my heart’s desire for its 
diffusion was unabated. Well do I re- 
member, after saying a few things to my 
wife, for her direction after I was gone, 
that this was my last request respecting 
matters in this world, that if she saw 
godliness in the two boys which God 
had given us, but not otherwise, she 
would use means to introduce them to 
the service of the gospel. Thus to all 
human appearance my prayers and my 
prospects relative to my favourite object 
had expired; yet, in the divine inten- 
tion, the one were just about being an- 
swered, and the other realized. After a 
time Ibegan slowly torecover. I felt, how- 
ever, a reluctance to be put ashore again 
on this side of Jordan, after having been 
in sight of Canaan’s happy coast. To 
have to live here again was to me almost 
like a shipwreck. Had I dreaded my 
departure as much when it seemed at 
hand, as I now dreaded my recovery 
and return to life, I should have been 
miserable indeed. It was when I lay 
in this state that 1 was informed that 
Mr. Haldane was collecting a second 
class of students to be educated in 
Scotland. Again my favourite object 
was presente 

soul were fixed upon it more than ever. 
To be thus employed was the only thing 
that could reconcile me to return to this 
world. I fear in this my desire might be 
in some degree selfish and irregular; 
but I needed an intense inclination to 


to me, and my heart and | 


the work to force me through the diffi- 
culties that were before me. After I 
was able to walk out I stated my mind 
to several Christian friends, both in. my 
own connexion and in other denomina- 
tions, who approved of my purpose, and 
encouraged me to proceed. Other dif- 
ficulties, that at one time seemed insur- 
mountable, were removed. I had an 
interview with the Rev. Greville Ewing, 
of Glasgow, who was authorized to re- 
ceive applications for admission to the 
academy, and not long after I received 
notice that I was admitted. Thus the 
time arrived when I should enter on that 
work for which the Lord, by a variety of 
means, had been preparing me; and 
now every thing united to facilitate my 
path. My principles respecting the 
independency of the churches of the 
saints had been gradually forming, and 
were now fixed ; my mind was now in- 
formed and satisfied respecting the pro- 
priety of those efforts then making to 
extend the kingdom of Christ at home 
and abroad ; my desires after the service 
of the gospel were still ardent, and 
perhaps more firmly fixed than before ; 
a door of entrance into the vineyard, 
such as suited my principles and wishes, 
was set open before me; and the ap- 
probation and desires of those whose 
judgment I could depend upon, and 
with whose piety I was satisfied, en- 
couraged me to proceed. Thus all my 
mountains became a plain, and nothing 
seemed to remain but that I should deny 
myself the comforts of my family, and 
take up my cross, and follow the Lord 
Jesus. This I endeavoured to do; and 
I trust I did not count them dear unto 
myself, because of the prospects that 
were set before me.” 

( To be continued.) 


ant 


PARENTAL SOLICITUDE. 
“Is THE YOUNG MAN ABSALOM saFE?”—2 Sam. ii. 32. 


Tur young man, Absalom, was the 
leader of the rebel army ; and the chief 
object at which he and his followers 
aimed was to kill David. David had 
been king many years, but a powerful 
conspiracy was now organized against 
him. Some envied his elevation ; some 
hated his piety ; some had experienced 
the rebukes of his justice; while some 
were influenced by the love of novelty, 


| to the’ surest and 


and a restless desire for change. The 
time had been when David was the 
most popular man in Israe). They sang 
of him in.their dances, saying, “ Saul 
hath slain his thousands, and David his 
ten thousands.” But now they set up 
mm opposition to him his worthless, un- 

ateful son. They 

avid should die, 


ro 


determined that — 
nd differed only as 
Speediest mode of — 
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effecting his removal. At length they 
decided in favour of a general battle. 
The opposing armies met, and all Israel 
knew that the life of David was the 
prize for which the combatants fought. 
“If we flee away,” said his troops, 
“they will not care for us; neither if 
half of us die will they care for us; 
but now thou art worth ten thousand of 
us: therefore, now it is better that thou 
succour us out of the city.” 

The young man Absalom, was not 
only the prince of the rebels, he was the 
exciting cause of the rebellion. Four 
years had he been covertly preparing 
for the execution of that scheme which 
was now ripened. He travelled about 
with a royal equipage, in order to excite 
attention and respect. He lamented, 
hypocritically, the sad state of the 
nation, in which, he said, there was no 
adequate provision made for the admi- 
nistration of justice. He inquired of 
every suitor what his cause was, told 
him that he was certainly in the right, 
but alas! there was no one appointed 
by the king to hear him. He only 
wished for the good of the neglected 
people, that he was constituted judge ; 
he would not shrink from the labour, but 
every one should receive justice at his 
hand, And when any one bowed to 
him as the son of the king, he stopped 
him hastily ; he would allow no such 
homage, every Israelite was his equal ; 


-he took the stranger by the hand, and 


kissed him. Thus, by good words and 
fair speeches he deceived the hearts of 
the simple. One might have been heard 


- saying to another, ‘‘ What an excellent 


sovereign Absalom would make! how at- 
tentive he is to us all! how condescend- 
ing ! how acute in discovering the merits 
of a cause! how particularly obliging to 
me!” Thus he stole away the hearts of 
the men of Israel. At length the time 
came to effect his purposes. Pretending 
to David, that he had a vow to fulfil at 
Hebron, he obtained leave of absence 
from Jerusalem, and caused himself to 
be forced to assume the crown. 

But the young man Absalom was a 
veteran in crime. He had been a source 


_ of trouble to his father many years. 


that David gave to his generals on the 
morning of the battle, when he enjoined | 


} at hte eel 


He had murdered one of his brothers 


at a feast, to which he had treacherously 
invited him, under circumstances which 


‘showed how little he cared for Amnon’s 


soul. It seemed a strange command 


them to be careful of the life of Absa- 
lom, “Deal gently for my sake with 
the young man, even with Absalom.” 
The whole army heard it with astonish- 
ment. The death of Absalom appeared 
to be the only thing which could restore 
peace. After the outrages recently 
perpetrated by. Absalom on part of his 
father’s family, purposely to make the 
breach irreconcileable, his father could 
not hope for any pleasure in his society. 
But David felt as a parent, and none 
but a parent knows a parent’s_ heart. 
“Tf a son shall ask bread of any of you 
that is a father,” said Jesus, “ will he 
give him a stone?” David was a father, 
a kind, indulgent father. Yet it was 
not mere parental weakness that influ- 
enced him. No; he had shown himself 
superior to this. After Absalom had slain 
his brother, he fled to Geshur. David 
often thought of Absalom during the three 
years of his residence at Geshur, but 
he did not send for him, At length he 
was indticed to permit his return to 
Jerusalem, but he did not then receive 
him to his presence. “Yet now, on the 
morning of the battle, his chief solici- 
tude is for the life of his treacherous, 
unnatural son: “Deal gently for m 
sake with the young man, even wit 
Absalom.” And when a messenger 
comes in breathless haste with tidings 
of victory, David’s first question is, “ Is 
the young man Absalom safe?” Not, Is 
the victory decisive? — not, Are my 
generals preserved ?—but “Is the young 
man Absalom safe?” And as the vague 
answer of the messenger leaves him still 
in doubt, on the arrival of another, the 
question is instantly repeated, “Is the 
young man Absalom safe ?” 

Is there any way of accounting for 
this, consistently with David’s character 
asa man of piety and wisdom? There is. 

David was a firm believer in a future 
judgment. The gospel has confirmed 


the fact, and revealed the person of the — 


judge ; but even Enoch, the seventh 
from Adam, prophesied concerning it, 


and David expected to awake with the 


likeness of his God, and be satisfied. 
But he knew that God would then re- 
prove the wicked, and set his deeds in 


order before his eyes. 2 
David believed that Absalom was 


unprepared for judgment. He rejoiced 
in the blessedness of the man to whom 
the Lord imputeth not iniquity, but 


Absalom was impenitent. He was a 


rebel against him who has declared that 


_— 
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he will “wound the head of his ene- 
mies, the hairy scalp of such a one as 
goeth on still in his trespasses.” 

David knew that the death of Absa- 
lom would render his conversion impos- 
sible. If he survived, though it were 
in banishment, in prison, or a cripple, 
his repentance would be possible ; but 
if he were cut off his doom would be 
sealed. How shall I endure, thought 
he, to see the destruction of my Absa- 
lom, the beauteous infant that sat upon 
my knee? the child whose opening 
intellect gave me so much pleasure! 
the son for whom I hoped and prayed 
even when he was at Geshur! Spare 
his life, my friends, for his guilt is still 
upon his soul! Oh I fear those arrows, 
flying thickly through the field, lest 
some one of them should casually pierce 
his heart! Tell me, “Is the young man 
Absolom safe ?” 

Is there any one among the readers of 
these lines to whom it is a source of 

rief that he has no child? let him re- 

ect on the anxieties of David. If such 
a one loses many pleasures which others 
experience, he escapes many pains 
which even devoted Christians some- 
times endure. Let him submit con- 
_tentedly to divine dispensations, which 
are all merciful and wise. 

Is there any one mourning the loss 
of a beloved infant? Asa child, Absa- 
lom was very pleasant ; as a youth, he 
was full of promise; who could have 
guessed in those days, what he would 
‘be as a man? 

Is ‘there any one who has children 
rising to years of reflection, whose cha- 
racters are in process of formation ? 
Let such a parent remember what is 
most necessary for their welfare, and for 
his comfort. Not beauty, not accom- 


plishments, not wealth; these Absalom 
possessed, “ But godliness is profitable 
unto all things, having jpromise of the 
life that now is, and of that which is to 
come.” Alas! how many parents can 
sympathize with David, in his solicitude 
for his son! Their children are per- 
haps not rebellious, but they are gay, 
they are worldly, they are destitute of 
piety ; they are unfit for judgment, and 
if sudden death were to remove them, 
all hope concerning them would termi- 
nate. With what poignancy of feeling 
must the question sometimes be asked, 
“Ts he safe ?”’ 
But some one whose eye glances over 
this page may be conscious that he is 
himself unconverted. If it be so, 
reader, be thankful for the patience 
which God has exercised towards you, 
but remember that you are never safe. 
Safe! no, you are exposed to the 
righteous anger of the Almighty; you 
have often been reproved, you have 
hardened your neck; what is to be ex- 
pected next? Safe! no, not even the 
solicitude of a pious parent can secure 
you, though he may be accustomed to 
watch over you with the most intense 
interest, to inquire after you when you 
are absent with the deepest anxiety, to 
pray for you with the most fervent sup- 
plications. Was Absalom safe? No. 
He was not among the fugitives; he 
was not among the prisoners; he was 
not even hanging on the oak! They 
had taken him down, and cast him into 
a great pit in the wood, and laid a ver 
great heap of stones upon him. His 
father retired to his chamber weeping, 
and as he went was overheard to say, 
“OQ my son Absalom, my son, my son 
Absalom ! would God [had died for thee, 
O Absalom, my son, my sen!” 
Gamma. 
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THOMAS DE LAUNE. 


Thomas De Laune, a sufferer for Non- 


conformity, and the author of an ex-— 


cellent work entitled “A Plea for the 


Nonconformists,” was a native of Ire- | 
land, and descended from parents who | 
belonged to the Romish chureh. Giving 
early indications of an aptitude to learn, | 
and of intellectual distinction, the gen- 
teman on whose property his parents 


fraying the expense of his Sdventon in 
aving 


a 
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what time, or under what circumstances 
he became a Baptist, the writer is una- 
ble to say, but after holding his situation 
some years, the demon of persecution 
drove him from Ireland, whence coming 
into this part of the kingdom, he main- 
tained himself and family by teaching 
school. 

With many others “of whom the 
world was not worthy,” De Laune suf- 
fered for conscience’ sake, and died a 
martyr to his religious principles. About 
the year 1683, the bishops poured the 
vials of their wrath upon multitudes who 
resolved to obey God rather than man, so 
that Dissenters of every denomination had 
to choose between the endurance of per- 
secution and the loss of liberty. Men of 
their fervent piety and unyielding prin- 
ciples did not consult with flesh and 
blood, or remain long undecided res- 
pecting the course which’a sense of duty 
to God and the welfare of posterity pre- 
scribed. They resisted all attempts to 
inyade the domain of conscience, claimed 
the right of private judgment, rallied 
around the altar of freedem, and in its 
defence counted not their lives dear 
unto themselves. During ‘this period 
many of the Baptists “had trials of 
cruel mockings, moreover of bonds and 
imprisonments.” Among these De 
Laune holds a conspicuous place. _ In 
the year 1683, Dr. Calamy, Rector of St. 
Lawrence, &c., printed a sermon enti- 
tled “Scrupulous Consciences,” ” in 
which the Nonconformists were invited 
to an amicable discussion of the differ- 

ences subsisting between them and the 
friends of the Established Church. This 
‘induced De Laune to write his cele- 
brated “ Plea for the Nonconformists,” 
a work which De Foe pronounced “ per- 
fect of itself,’ and in the opinion of R. 
Robinson “ defied all reply.” Before it 
was printed the writer was apprehended 
and sent to Newgate, by authority of a 
warrant from the Recorder of London, 
dated November 30, 1683. From the 
prison he wrote an affecting letter to 
Calamy, claiming his interposition on the 
rounds of justice aid humanity, and 

- insisting that the Dr. was “bound to 


procure his unfinished sheets a passport: 


through the préss, and to him his 


4 liberty.” dh) | said. De Laune, ce I . 


- entreat, you to excuse this trouble from 


a stranger, who would fain be convinced 


_ by something more like divinity than 
- Newgits, where any message from 
‘YOL. I1,—NEW SERIES: 


id dt 


you” 


shall be welcome to your humble servant 
Thomas De Laune.” This appeal, how- 
ever, had no effect on the unfeeling 
Rector, who was like “the deaf adder 
that stoppeth her ear, which will not 
hearken to the voice of charmers, charm- 
ing’ ever so wisely.” 

The following aecount of his trial is in 
substance from the pen of De Laune 
himself, and must excite sympathy and 
indignation in every enlightened and 
benevolentmind. On the 10th December, 
1683, the Grand Jury of London found 
a bill against him for writing a scan- 
dalous libel concerning our Lord the 
King, and the Book of Common Prayer, 
&e., and in the month of January fol- 
lowing, he was tried before that incarna- 
tion of cruelty, Judge Jefferies. In vio- 
lation of all the principles of justice and 
humanity, the following sentence was 
passed upon him: “Thomas De Laune 
fined a hundred marks, to be kept. pri- 
soner, &e., and to find good security for 


‘his good behaviour for one whole year 


afterwards; and that the said books and 


seditious ltbels by him published, shall 


be burnt with fire before the Royal Ex- 
change, London.” Unable to pay the 
fine, he was sent back to Newgate, 
where (in the words of De Foe) he 
“ continued fifteen months, and suffered 
great hardships by extreme poverty, 
being so entirely reduced by this disas- 


‘ter, that he had no means of subsistence 
but what was contributed by such friends 
“as came fo visit him. He had a wife 


and two small children with him in the 
prison, for they had no’ subsistence else- 
where. The closeness and inconyeni- 
ence of the place first affected them ; and 


‘all three by lingering sorrows and sick- 


ness died in the prison, At last, 
worn out with troubles and hopeless of 


‘relief, and too much abandoned by those 
“who should have taken some other care 


of him, this excellent person sunk under 


‘thé burden, and died there also.” He 


died, 


a“ In confirmation-of the noblest claim, 


Our claim to feed upon immortal truth, 


To walk with God, to be divinely free, 
;To. soar and. to eer es the skies : 
Yet few remember him.” _ 


Those who wish for a more extended 
account of this learned man may con- 
sult Ivimey’s History of the English 
Baptists, from which the substance of the 
above narrative is taken. Bey kes 

0 


Cowper. — 
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A PLAN FOR READING THE SCRIPTURES THROUGHOUT 
IN THE YEAR 1839 ; 


COMMENCING THE FIRST LORDS DAY IN JANUARY. 


Average: eighty-five verses per day ; twenty-three chapters per week. 


Jan. 6—12 . . Genesis ii—xxi. 
13—19 Xxii.— xl. 
DV Om oi xli.—l. Job i.—xviii. 
o7—F,2. . Job xix.—xlii. Exodus i.—y. 
Feb. 3—9 . . Exodus vi.—xxvi. 
10—16 — xxvil.—xl. Leviticus i.—vil. 
17—23 . . Leviticus vili.—xxv. 
24—M.2 . Numbers i.—xvi. 
March 38—9 . .) ———— XVi.—XxXXvVi. 
10—16 , . Deuteronomy i.—xxii. 
17—23 | xxii.—-xxxiy. Joshua i.—x. 


24—30 . . Joshua xii—xxiv. Judges i.—vii., 
31—A.6. . Judges vili—xxi. Ruth. 1 Samuel i—iii, 
April 7—13 . . 1 Samuel iv.—xxiy. 
14—20 . . 0 ——— xxy.— xxxl. 2 Samuel i.—xiv. 
21—27 . . ———vxy.—xxiv. Psalms i.—xxxi. 
28—M. 4. . Psalms xxxiii—lxxii. 1 Kings i.—xi. 
May 5—11 . . Proverbs. 
12—18 , . Keclesiastes. Solomon’s Song. 1 Kings xii—xxii. 
19—25 . . 2 Kings i.—xx. 
: xxi—xxy. Jonah. Amos. Hosea. Joel. 
June2—8 . . Micah. Isaiah i—xiv. 
9—15. . . Isaiah xv.—xliv. 


16—22 xlv.—Ixvi. Nahum. Zephaniah. Habakkuk. 
-23—29 » Jeremiah i—xxiil. 


XXiv.—xlvii. 
July 7—13 2. 2.) ———— xlviii.—ii. Lamentations. Obadiah. Dan. ivi. 
14—20 . . Daniel vii—xii. Ezekiel i.—xix, 
21—27 *. . Ezekiel xx.—xxxix. 
28—A, 3 xl.—xlviii. Psalms lxxiii.—c, 
August 4—10 . Psalms ci.—cl. 
11—17_ . +. 1 Chronicles i.—xxii. 
18—24 xxii. —xxix. 2 Chronicles i.—xx. 
25—31 . . 2 Chronicles xxi.—xxxvi. Ezra i—v. 
Sept.1—7 . . Ezra vi.—x, Se Zechariah. Esther i.—iii. 
8—14. .. . Esther iv.—x. emiah. Malachi. = 
15—21 . . Matthew i.—xx. 
22—28 . . Matthew xx.—xxviii. Luke ii—viii. 
29—0.5 . Luke Viil.—xxiv. 
Oct.6—12 . . Acts i—xiv. Galatians. 
A XV.—xvili. 11. 1 Thes. 2 Thes. Acts xi. 12,—xix. 10. 
20—26 . . 1 Corinthians. Acts xx. 2. 2 Corinthians. Be! a ae 
27—N. 2 Acts xx. 3. Romans. = 
Noy. 3—9 . . ——xx.4.—xxviii. Ephesians, n = 
10—16 . . Colossians. Philemon. Philippians. 
17—23 . . Hebrews v.—xiii. Titus. 


Hebrews i.—iv. _ 3 
1 gas 2 Timothy. — 


ee ~ « Mark i—xiv. = 

Decal—/ 6s xv., xvi. 1 Peter, 2 Peter. re 

$=14.--, Jom xiii. 4 Be ae Tames. Jude." poetics 
15—21 . . ——xiy.—xxi. 1 John. 2 John. 3 John. ass 


22—31 . . Revelation. 
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The Power, Wisdom, and Goodness of God, 
as displayed in the Animal Creation ; 
showing the Remarkable Agreement between 
this department of Nature and Revelation. 
In a Series of Letters. By C. M. Bur- 
NETT, Esq. London: 8vo. Price 15s. 


Narturs and Scripture contain ample 
demonstrations of the being and attri- 
butes of the Deity ; and these demon- 
strations are so intelligible, that the least 
philosophic mind may comprehend them, 
and so beautiful that the most enlarged 
intellect will find illimitable paths of 
knowledge opening on every hand, and 
full of attractions. Strangely as man- 
kind have gone astray on this subject, 
yet a comparatively small degree of 
discernment is sufficient to perceive that 
the God of nature is the God of Scrip- 
ture; and in both the devout per- 
son is conscious of his all-pervading 
power and presence. There is this 
difference indeed in the mode of mani- 
festation ; that in the one he speaks to 
the senses, in the other to the soul. 
But as the senses are but the instru- 
ments or means of communication be- 
tween the external universe and the 
inner man, so material things themselves 
become to every well constituted, that 
is, every truly sanctified mind, the media 
of mental and spiritual intercourse with 

_the Creator. Nature, properly under- 
stood, is the handmaid of revelation ; 


the outer porch that leads into the inner | 


temple of his greatest glory and grace. 
If we are led to appreciate the “powef, 
wisdom, and goodness of God,” as they 
are made apparent by the researches of 
the observant and the inquisitive, though 
but in a comparatively obscure degree ; 
we become the more enabled to estimate 
the moral glory that shines forth in the 
sacred page. And, on the other hand, 
if we are truly acquainted with the 
divine character, as unfolded in Scrip- 
_ture, we shall be the more disposed to 
study, and the better prepared to gain 
advantage from. the study of his works. 
The best philosophy consists in the 
improvement of knowledge ; and there- 
fore mere discoverers, however distin- 
guished, must rank below the men who 
have consecrated discovery to _ its 


lighest: purpose, and made the path of 


observation the path to Deity. We 
admire the intellect of a Kepler, who 
discovered the laws that regulate the 
rolling worlds around us; but we more 
admire the heart of a David, who penned 


the soul-elevating sentiment, “The 
heavens declare the glory of God, and 
the firmament showeth his handy 
work.” 


The beneficial purpose which we 
should wish to see accomplished by all 
publications of the kind with that which 
is now before us, is, to induce their 
readers to become observers. The facts 
brought under consideration may enter- 
tain and instruct for the time ; but even 
the most remarkable of them will either 
fade from the memory or cease to in- 
terest, unless we are stimulated to pur- 
sue the inquiry. No work on natural 
history can-exhibit all the facts; every 
one must be necessarily elementary, 
and even all the discoveries we can by 
possibility make must be elementary ; 
since there are in every department of 
the physical universe infinite varieties in 
the divine operations, and in the pro- 
ductions of divine wisdom, which! still 
constitute a terra incognita to the most 
studious and the most comprehensive 
mind. But there is this admirable ad- 
vantage in the subject before us, that 
we may pursue it any where, at any 
time, and with .indubitable success. 
We may have read, for instance in Ray, 
in Derham, in Paley, or in the book 
now under consideration, a number of 
interesting details, but may still go to 
nature itself, and find new and still 
delightful facts yet untouched, in 
further illustration of the principles 
laid down. 
its leaves at our door and at our feet 
every instant, and the best use to be 
made of an instructive volume like this ~ 
of Mr. -Burnett’s is, to be induced by 
it to look with a keener eye upon the 
objects around us. Every flower of the 


garden, every leaf of the forest, every _ 


bird of the air, every mountain, ee 
yale, and every stream, invites and will 
repay research. By reading a book of 
natural history we should learn to read 
without a book. It is one of our in- 
tellectual privileges to make researches - 
for ourselves ; and thus at once to secure 


_— 
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the treasures of knowledge, and parti- 
cipate the pleasures of discovery. * 
The term “animal creation” 
very extensive import. It includes a 
wide range of beings from the human 
to the lowest grade of the instinctive ; 


but whether possessed of meaner or of 


nobler capacities, all display the power, 
wisdom, and goodness of God; and 
he is well employed who devotes him- 
self to the consideration for himself, or 
to the labour of unfolding to others the 
particulars of this inexhaustible subject. 
Mr. B., in the two introductory letters, 
adverts to geological facts and theories ; 
and in conformity with the previous 
reasonings and proofs adduced by 
Penn, and in contradiction to the theo- 
rists of the present age, shows the con- 
sistency of geological phenomena with 
the statements of the Mosaic history, and 
argues, as we think successfully, against 
the materializing tendency of the sup- 
position of an antecedent world or 
worlds, that may have undergone endless 
transformations. _ Notwithstanding all 
that has been said, and all that has been 
unnecessarily conceded to the geologists, 
we are still of opinion, though we have 
no space here to give the evidence on 
which it rests, that the words of Scrip- 
ture do not warrant, and that the pro- 
gress of scientific discovery does not 
require, that we should resort to con- 
jectures respecting what might or might 
not have been, ages or millions of ages 
before the generally received era of this 
world’s creation. 


‘There is, in our opinion, little real differ- 
ence between this theory (that of the ex- 
treme antiquity of the earth), and that 
which recognizes no First Cause, but teaches 
the eternity of matter. *§ Those who hold the 
former admit, it is true, the existence of the 
Deity, and the creation of the material uni- 
verse by him; yet by placing the origin of 
that universe at a period far beyond all 
human calculation, or even imagination, they 
necessarily lead the mind to doubt whether 
it ever had a beginning; since that which 
exceeds the power of calculation appears to 
be infinite, and in the mass of mankind this 


igs a power exceedingly limited. The sup- 


porters of the other openly deny the creation 
_of matter, or the existence of a creati 


intelligence, and thus appear to inculcate a 
far more dangerous belief, 


is of 


WE} 


For the reason | 
above given, however, it may be doubted | 
whether the practical results of this are worse 
than those of the less bold, but more insinu- 
ating theory. The opinion of the succession-_ 
ist is founded on his imperfect observation of, | there is no use in an animal ora struc- 
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and fallible reasonings upon, the phenomena 
of nature, without reference, nay, in oppo- 
sition, to God’s revealed word ; while that 
of the sceptic proceeds from ignorance even 
of these phenomena, or from perverted rea- 
sonings respecting them.” 


The main design of the volume on 
our table, which is written with great 
perspicuity, is to furnish an account of 
the structure of different animals, their 
adaptations to the particular cireum- 
stances of their existence and localities, 
their habits, instincts, and faculties ; all 
in subserviency to the great object of 
pointing out in all these aspects those 
attributes of Deity which are mentioned 
in the title, as displayed in these pecu- 
liarities of their constitution and con- 
dition. ‘After citing from a writer on 
natural history, who states that the 
teeth generally, as belonging to man 
and the brutes, are for masticating the 
food, for retaining the prey, for weapons 
of defence, in some classes for digging 
and searching for food, and in some 
animals, that we can see no other use for 
them than for defending the eyes, as in the 
sus /Ethiopicus ; it is added in a note, 
“the use assigned in Paley’s Natural 
Theology to the tusks of the babyroussa 
(sometimes called the horned hog or 
stag-boor), has been preyed not to be 
the real one. The animal-does not, as 
was supposed, use them to support its 
head during sleep, by hooking its upper 
tusks upon the branches of trees.” 
Home says, upon the authority of his 
friend Mr. Marsden, that, “ inhabiting 
the densest thickets of Sumatra, they 
employ them as a defence to their face _ 
and eyes,” The mistake in question by 
so distinguished a writer, may supply a 
new reason for the enforcement of the 
sentiment already expressed, especially — 
upon our juyenile readers, the import- — 
ance of becoming observers for them- 
selves, and the advantages of culti- 
vating early the spirit of independent 
research. It suggests also another 
thought, that as the most aeute in- 
quirers are liable sometimes to err with — 
regard to the special design of particular — 
contrivances in the animal ereation, 
or in any other department of nature, so _ 
im cases wherein they are unable to dis- _ 
cover any direct adaptation or purpose — 
of utility in creatures or the things — 
around them, it is altogether improper 


and unphilosophical to conclude that 


E 
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ture, because we forsooth have not been 
able to ascertain it. 

For the instruction and amusement 
of our readers, we give the following 
extract : 


“In many parts of the western continent, 
black and red ants are so prolific, as well as 
destructive, that several animals are placed 
in those parts-for the express purpose of 
keeping them under. Martin says, ‘the red 
ant is a very destructive insect; its march 
is in dense columns of myriads at a time, 
destroying and devouring every thing in their 
way. These vermin, in utter contempt 
of the safeguard of lock and key, make their 
way through the smallest crevice, and take 
up their abode as long as any thing in the 
shape of food remains. It is said, indeed, 
that they will cover the whole body of a 
sleeping person, and there stick, with the 
tenacity of leeches, until satisfied. 
have even been known to cause the death of 
animals, by lodging themselves in the hollow 
part of the foot, and eating their way clean 
to the bone.” The creation of an animal, 
adapted to dwell in the regions where these 
destroying insects abound, and to subsist 
entirely upon them, is another proof of the 
wisdom by which the animal kingdom is 
regulated. Such an animal is the ant-eater, 
or ant-bear; the organization of which is 
admirably suited to the nature of its food, 
It has two, three, or more claws on the fore 
feet, one of which is generally much longer 
than the rest. It commences its search for 
food by scratching the ant-hills with these 
long claws ; and, when alarmed by this pro- 
ceeding, the insects flock from all quarters to 
defend their dwellings, it draws over them its 
cylindrical tongue, which resembles a worm, 
‘and-may be protruded about eighteen inches. 
When the tongue, which is covered with a 
glutinous ’substance, is loaded with ants, the 
bear withdraws it into his mouth; and so 
expert is the animal at this operation, that 
it is asserted to protrude the tongue and draw 
it back again twice in a second,” 


The subject of hybernation is ex- 
tremely curious. The explanation of 
it and some of the facts shall be given 
in our author's own words; and with 
these we must terminate our notice, 
only previously saying, that we cordially 
recommend the work to all who have 

_ purses to purchase, and taste to appre- 
ciate it. ; 
animals peculiar’ modes of circulation, is 
such as to call for the highest admiration. 
_ The circulatory system, like all other contri- 


vances in which His hand can be traced, is | 
made to answer a number of important pur- | 
oses, in addition to that which itis specially © 
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intended to subserve. Thus, of no animals» 
except the mammalia and birds, is the heat 
of the blood suffered to rise more than a few 
degrees above that of the surrounding media; 
in consequence of which law, they are ena- 
bled to live in places and circumstances in 
which the higher animals could not exist; 
for instance, in water at the freezing point. 
Triedman observed, that ‘ at night, when 
water was frozen, a frog placed in it hada 
temperature of 35° Fahrenheit, and the 
water immediately surrounding it was frozen.” 
But cold-blooded animals, especially fish, 
inhabiting lakes, are frequently placed in 
circumstances where the cold is so intense 
as to render this provision insufficient for 
their protection. This state of things is 
provided for by the remarkable condition of 
the animal economy, denominated hybernation, 
to which warm-blooded animals are also 
sometimes subject, during the continuance 
of which animals are in a dormant state, 
neither eating nor breathing. Thus, fishes 
can exist while encased in ice, provided 
their vital powers are in this state of com- 
plete torpidity. Pallas relates that ‘ on the 
melting of lakes in Siberia, cruciaris-(cypri- 
nus cressius), which-have been frozen to the 
bottom, are restored to life ;? and mentions 


“The wisdom of God in giving to all 


a similar fact, observed by Bell, namely, the 
revival of gold fishes from frozen water. 
Insects and mollusks of temperate and cold 
climates are subject to hybernation. Another 
important end beside that above mentioned, 
is answered by hybernation. When food is 
in abundance, these animals are lively and 
on the alert; but as it becomes more scanty, 
their circulation growing languid, causes them 
to fall into that state, in which they con. 
tinue during the winter months, without 
food, and almost without life, till the period 
of their usefulness returns, and they are 
again required to keep under the smaller 
animals, on which they feed. It is remark- 
able that many animals, which in northern 
countries pass the winter in a dormant state, 
are not distinguished by this peculiarity in 
more temperate climes. The fact that these 
animals become quite fat before the period of 
hybernation commences, and that when the 
time of their re-appearance arrives, they™ 
have become thin, and even emaciated, proves 
how wisely the Creator has provided a 
means, out of the ordinary course of nature, 
for preserving his creatures in those countries 
at a season when no food is to be obtained.” 


Travels in Town. By the Author of “ Ran- 
dom Recollections of the Lords and Com. 
mons,” “The Great Metropolis,” §c., &c. 
In two volumes. London: Post 8vo. pp. 
320 & 326. Price 21s. 


Wuen an inhabitant of the metropolis 
whose general information is extensive, 
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pays a visit to friends in a distant pro- 
vince, and spends an evening in free 
conversation respecting persons and 
scenes with which he is familiar, but of 
which they have only such knowledge 
as is derivable from newspapers and 
books, the evening passes rapidly away, 
while question succeeds to question, and 
answers elicit further inquiries, till the 
party reluctantly breaks up, desiring 
another interview. The residents feel 
themselves to be enriched by the great 
addition made to their knowledge, con- 
sisting, indeed, of minute particulars, 
but throwing light upon public characters 
and central movements, respecting which 
curiosity is ever eager, and which it is 
seldom found that any thing but conver- 
sation completely illustrate. Just such 
communications are, however, those 
contained in the volumes before us, 
which are written by a gentleman who 
seems to know every body, and to go 
every where, with his eyes always open 
and his attention always awake. His 
descriptive powers are great; his ability 
to draw pen and ink portraits is extraor- 
dinary ; and his disposition to impartall he 
knows about the matter in hand, or any 
thing connected with it, or any thing 
that comes into his mind while treating 
of it, without stopping to examine 
rigidly whether it perains to the subject 
or not, renders him an_ exceedingly 
agreeable companion. He does not 
appear to consider himself in public, but 
as talking frankly in the parlour with a 
few intimate associates, and he speaks 
of ministers of state and dignitaries of 
the church, popular preachers and grave 
editors, with just as much freedom as if 
he had been regularly appointed to the 
office once sustained by Cato, surnamed 
the Censor, though without the slightest 
tinge of that character which we deno- 
minate “censorious.” The causes of 
the great popularity which his former 
works have enjoyed are quite percepti- 
ble; but we are happy to observe that 
there is no indication in the present 
volumes of a disposition to abuse his in- 
fluence, or to degenerate into a yendor 
of scandal. 

As it is certain that great numbers of 
our countrymen, in each of the three 
kingdoms, will purchase these volumes, 
and will read them, we call upon our 
friends to rejoice with us, that whatever 
be the topics discussed or talked of, there 
is a uniform freedom from all approaches 
to irreligion or immorality. They may 
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| be trusted with the most perfect safety 


in the hands of our young people, though 
they treat of some scenes of doubtful 
propriety. For example, the chapter 
on T'attersall’s and the turf, is made sub- 
servient to such views of the effects of 
horse-racing and gambling, as must re- 
press, rather than excite desire to parti- 
cipate in the amusements described. 
The description of the Parks and of the 
gay company resorting to them, has a 
tendency to impress the mind with the 
folly and vanity of fashionable life. The 
chapters on Paternoster Row, on Down- 
ing Street, and on the Newsmen, are 
exhibitions of real life which are instruc— 
tive as well as entertaining , and that on 
the Post Office contains seasonable re- 
marks on the moral as well as the com- 
mercial advantages which would result 
from a reduction of the rates of postage. 
But more than this may be said: the 
author is as much at home on subjects 
pertaining to religion, as on subjects 
relating to social life, politics, or litera- 
ture. 

The Colonial Office, and the character 
of the nobleman at its head, are of so 
much interest to the friends of humanity 
and of missionary labours, that a speci-~ 
men of the author's manner taken from 
the chapter on Downing Street, will not 
be deemed inappropriate. 


«« The Colonial Office is-at the farthest end 
of Downing Street, having a front view, as 
you enter that locality. It has a private en- 
trance in the right hand corner. The public 
entrance is in the centre of the house. It has 
rather a better exterior than the houses just 
alluded to. It has a double door, with a 
semi-circular glass top, while, in the case of 
the offices before mentioned, the door is single, — 
without any glass top. It has alee ost on 

t 
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each side of the door ; the doors of 


houses have no such ornament. Itis a com- _ 


modious and comfortable place inside. To 
get a sight of the present Colonial Secretary 
is nearly as difficult as it would be to get | 
access to the most retired eastern prince, 
The Premier and the Chancellor of. the Ex- 
chequer may, at any time, be scen in their 
own offices, if the matter be managed with 
ordinary skill; but he must be a clever per- 
sonage indeed, who, without a certain rank, _ 


° 


or filling some important situation immedi- ~~ 


procures an “interview with Lord Glenelg. 
Nay, it is an achievement which argues more 


ately connected with the Colonial department, 


than the average ingenuity to obtain an inter- _ 


view with Mr. Grant, the brother and secre- — 


tary of his lordship. A more inaccessible 
couple than Lord Glenelg and his secretary 
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have rarely presided over any of the more 
important departments of the public service. 
Scarcely less difficult is it to obtain an answer 
to any letter you may address to the former. 
If you write, and respectfully solicit, because 
your letter requires an immediate answer, 
you may think yourself one of the favoured 
correspondents of his lordship, if such answer 
be received within three weeks after your 
epistle has reached the Colonial Office. Very 
possibly you will get no answer at all. Vari- 
ous hypotheses have been advanced to account 
for this remissness on the part of Lord Gle- 
nelg. Ishall only advert to two of these. It 
is said, and by many with a full belief in the 
truth of the statement, that his lordship in- 
dulges in sleep to a very unusual extent, and 
that to this circumstance is his remissness in 
this respect to be attributed. I reject this 
theory at once. I admit that he usually has 
a very somnolent appearance ; but so far 
from squandering away his time by sleeping 
more than the general run of men do, I am 
convinced that he actually sleeps less than 
most other persons. If I am not greatly mis- 
taken, his servants will any day bear testi- 
mony to the fact, that he is an early riser, 
and is late in going to bed. I do believe that 
he devotes more hours, on an average, each 
day to public business, than the majority of 
his colleagues. If this be so, the sleepy hy- 
pothesis is demolished at once. Another 
theory is, that his lordship is indolent, which 
let it be observed, is quite compatible with his 
not sleeping away his time ; for a man—Lord 
Melbourne for example—may be wide awake, 
and yet by no means distinguished for the 
amount of business he goes through. I can- 
not adopt this second hypothesis, any more 
than the soporific one, in the sense in which 
it is understood. Its advocates mean, that 
Lord Glenelg wiles away his time in idleness. 
Here I am at issue with them. I maintain, 
from information privately received, that 
Lord Glenelg is no idler. I contend that, 
on the contrary, he is an industrious man, 
though not industrious as the Colonial Secre- 


tary. I am assured that he reads a great 


deal, and that much of his time is occupied in 
corresponding with old acquaintances in the 
county of Inverness, on matters pertaining to 
his property and interests in that county. I 
speak from personal knowledge when I say, 
that he is so exceedingly anxious to stand 
well in the estimation of Highland lairds and 
other persons of influence in the north of 
Scotland, that if any thing occurred which he 
conceived likely to prejudice him in the 
opinion of such persons, he would ‘write by 


the first night’s post ’ to the north, and write 


too with his own hand, and at very great 
length, with the view of setting himself right 
in their estimation. Let me not be here un- 
derstood as meaning to insinuate, that if Lord 


Glenelg were to receive, by the’ same post, a 
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dispatch announcing an insurrection in 
Canada, and a letter from a Highland chief- 
tain, that his anxiety to stand well in the 
good graces of his Celtic correspondent, would 
induce his lordship to give his earliest atten- 
tion to the letter of the latter. I do not be- 
lieve any thing of the kind; whatever ill- 
natured people may say. I should also re- 
mark as illustrative of my assertion, that Lord 
Glenelg is not the indolent man he is so 
generally supposed to be, that he devotes 
much of his time to theology. I believe that, 
did he choose, he would appear to very great 
advantage, were he to take the field as a 
writer, either on controversial or practical 
divinity. Most people are aware that scme 
years since he used regularly to attend the 
anniversaries of the British and Foreign Bible 
Society, in Exeter Hall, and that on such 
occasions he made speeches, which for the 
intimate knowledge they displayed both of 
doctrinal and experimental Christianity, 
might have put many of our bishops and 
other dignitaries of the church to the blush. 
When the Apocrypha controversy was at its 
height, Lord Glenelg, then Mr. Charles 
Grant, mastered all the details of that rather 
intricate controversy, and ably vindicated the 
Parent Institution, or the Earl Street Com- 
mittee, as the late Dr. Phompson,-of Edin- 
burgh, Dr.—Brown, of Berwick, now of 
Swallow Street, London, and other able as- 
sailants of the directors of the British and 
Foreign Bible Society, used to call its direc- 
tors. 

“‘But not only does Lord Glenelg devote 
much of his time to theological pursuits, in 
so far as respects reading theological works, 
but many of his hours are spent in the com- 
position of small pieces of poétry of a highly 
religious character. Some time ago, a north- 
ern baronet, an intimate friend of his lordship, 
showed me a manuscript production of 
his of this nature, which struck me as equally 
beautiful for its religious feeling and the cha- 
racter of its poetry. But Lord Glenelg does 
not always content himself with confining 
his poetical efforts on religious topics to mere 
manuscript productions. He has not only 
written, but published, a number of sacred 
hymns, which possessing, in addition to their 
poetic beauties, the still greater recommen- 
dation of evangelical piety, several of them 
have found their way into the collections of 
hymns {which are used in some of our dis- 
senting chapels in London. In that admi- 
rable selection of hymns, made in 1836, by 
Mr, Josiah Conder, at the request of a com- 
mittee of the Congregational Union of 
England and Wales, and which has been 
adopted by a number of London congrega- 
tions, will be found two hymns by Lord 
Glenelg, remarkable alike for their piety and 
their poetry. 

“If Lord Glenelg does not spend much of 
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his time in the official residence in Downing 
Street, attached to his office, the circumstance 
is not so much to be wondered at in his case 
as in that of some of the other members, for 
Lord Glenelg’s private residence is in George 
Street, Storey’s Gate, which is not above a 
hundred yards distant from the Colonial 
Office.” —Vol. I, pp. 194—200, 


One of the hymns referred to is in our 
own selection. It is the 537th, begin- 
ning, When gathering clouds around J 
view.” 

The chapter on Religious Denomina- 
tions occupies above two hundred pages 
of the second volume, It opens with 
episcopalian statistics, some particulars 
of which we subjoin. 

“The places of worship belonging to the 
Church of England in London, taking, as is 
always done in such cases, the metropolis 
and its suburbs to comprehend a circuit of 
eight miles from St. Paul’s, are, including 
those additional churches erected within the 
last twelvemonths, about 320. Of this 
number 240 are churches, the remainder are 
chapels. The chapels are divided into two 
classes-—those which are parish chapels, and 
those which are private property. As nearly 
as I have been able to ascertain, about fifty 
are parish chapels, and thirty the property of 
private persons. Among thé latter class of 
chapels are St. John’s Chapel, Bedford Row, 
where the Hon. and Rey. Baptist Noel 
preaches; Gray’s Inn Lane. Chapel, which 


is under the pastoral care of the Rev. Mr. | 


Mortimer; and Tavistock Chapel, Drury. 
Lane, where the Rev. Mr. Hall, the sue- 
cessor of the late Rev. Mr. Wilcox, statedly 
proclaims the truths of the gospel. The 
appointments. of ministers to the parish 
chapels are, in most cases, under the control 
of the vicars or rectors of the respective 
parishes. Thus, for example, Dr. Moore, 
the vicar of St. Pancras, has the patronage 
of no fewer than five places of worship in 
the immediate neighbourhood, including 
Camden Town, Kentish Town, and Somers 
Town chapels. In the case of private cha- 
pels, the party to whom the property belongs 
has, of course nominally, the right of appoint- 
Ing the minister, but eventually that appoint- 
ment rests with the congregation, for to 
thrust in an unpopular preacher against their 
Wishes, would be to destroy his own property. 
In the parish churches again, the right of 
appointing the clergyman is vested in various 
hands, according to circumstances, which it 
would require too much time and space to 
explain’ at sufficient length to make them 
understood. The patronage is, in a great 
many cases, vested in the crown. The right 
of appointing the respective clergymen. be- 
longing to the nine churches ia St. Maryle- 


bone, is exclusively vested in it. The patron- 
age of the Bishop of London is extensive in 
our metropolitan churches. The Archbishop 
of Canterbury is patron in several cases; and, 
in some instances, holds his patronage conjointly 
with the crown. In such cases the right of 
appointment is exercised alternately. The 
Lord Chancellor is sole patron of four or five 
livings in London; and in six or seven other 
cases exercises the right of patronage alter- 
nately with the Archbishop of Canterbury, 
with the Bishop of London, with private 
individuals, and with the parishioners. The 
parishioners possess the sole right of patron- 
age in only threc or four instances. In one or 
two cases in the city, particular corporations 
possess the right of appointing the clergy. 
“‘The entire number of clergy connected, 
in one way or other, with the Church of 
England in London, is, I am inclined to 
think, about twice as great as the number of 
places of worship; in which case that num- 
ber would be 640. This may at first sight 
startle the reader. The-surprise will subside 
when he inquires into the matter. It is to 
be remembered, that in almost all the parish 
churches there are at least two clergymen ; 
the incumbent himself and an assistant. In 
many cases there are three clergymen con- 
nected with one church ; in some there are 
even four. In the case of St. Paul’s Cathe~ 
dral, there is the astounding number of thirty- 
seven, most of them of course, drones or sine- 
curists; while in the case of. Westminster 
Abbey there is the goodly number of thirteen. 
But in my calculations I do: not include 
these extreme cases, I refer only to the 
| ordinary places of public worship, in connexion 
with the Establishment. Now when jit is 
recollected that in several cases there are four 
clergymen who officiate in one church, and 
that in many cases there are three, I am sure 
I am justified in giving overhead two minis- 
ters to each place of worship belonging to the 
Establishment in London, which would make 
the entire number of our metropolitan clergy 
that already stated, namely 640.”—Vol. II. 
pp. 89—93. F — 


The number ‘of Episcopalians in 
London our author does not regard as 
equal by any means to the accommoda- 
‘tion provided for them. He states, that 
‘many of these places of worship, though 
‘some of them are of very limited dimen- 
sions, are not half, or even a fourth filled. 
In the city he refers to churches which 


‘might contain 600 or 700 persons, where 


the average attendance does not exceed | 


(150. Respecting our congregational 


brethren, the number of whose chapels 
he reckons to be 132, he writes as fol- 
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_ “Though independent places of v 
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in London ate for the most part considerably 
smaller in their external appearance than the 
churches, they are so ‘arranged inside as to 
contain a much greater number of hearers 
than churches of the same length and breadth 
do. And taking them asa whole, it must be 
admitted by all who are acquainted with the 
subject, that they are better filled than the 
places belonging to the Establishment. If 
churchmen should ask me, can I instance any 
Independent chapels that are as well attended 
as the places of worship in which the Rev. 
Mr. Mortimer, the Rev. Mr. Dale, the Rev. 
Mr. Melvill, the Hon. and Rev. Baptist Noel, 
and two or three others officiate? I answer 
unhesitatingly, I can; and I at once refer to 
Surrey Chapel, to Craven Chapel, to the 
Rey. Dr. Reed’s Chapel, Commercial Road, 
to the Rey. Dr. Fletcher’s Chapel, Stepney ; 
to the Rev. Mr. Blackburn’s Chapel, Penton+ 
ville, and various others I could naine. If 
upwards of 2,500 habitually attend the 
ministrations of Mr. Mortimer, more than that 
number statedly hear the gospel from the lips” 
of Mr. Sherman, If Mr. Dale can boast of | 
an average attendance in St. Bride’s of about | 
2000, Mr. Liefchild can boast of an attends | 
ance in Craven Chapel, exceeding that num- | 
ber by at least 200 or 300, If Mr. Melvill | 
computes the worshippers in Camden Chapel, 
Camberwell, at the same number as Mr. Dale, 
namely 2000, Dr. Andrew Reed can safely 
Say that the average attendance in his chapel 
is still:greater. If the number of Mt, Noel’s 
hearers be 1700, both Dr. Fletcher, of Step- 
ney, and Mr. Blackburn, of Pentonville, can 
state with confidence that the average attend- 
ance in their places of worship is nearer 2000 
than 1700, And so great is the superiority 
as to numbers, in the majority of the remain- 
ing Independent chapels, as compared with 
the attendance in the churches and chapels 
belonging to the Establishment, that I feel 


- _-assured I am doing no injustice to the Church, 


when after allowing her 500 overhead as the 
number of persons attending the places of wor- 
ship in her communion in London, I give 600 
as the average attendance in Independent cha- 
pels. Assuming then, the average number of 
_hearecrs in each independent place of worsiiip in 
the metropolis to be 600, that would, according 
‘to the afore-mentioned number of chzpels 
‘belonging to that body, give the number of 
Independents in London, at 79,200. 
*¢ The greatest number of grown-up persons 
“I have ever seen in a place of worship, is 
about 4000. This was in Surrey Chapel, 
three or four years ago. The Rev. Mr. James, 
of Birmingham, was preaching on the occa- 
sion, and so struck was he with the appear- 
-ance of the immense concourse of persons 
resent, that when he rose up to pray, the 
“first words he made use of—and most im- 
“pressively did he utter them—were, “ Lord, 
“have mercy on the vast mass of immortal 
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souls now assembled before thee!” IT have 
seen from 3000 to 3,500 adults in the Rev. 
Alexander Fletcher’s Chapel, when it was 
known beforehand that he was to preach a 
funeral sermon, or a sermon on any other 
topic possessing peculiar interest. I should 
here observe that Mr. Fl: tcher’s chapel is the 
most commodious place of worship in London, 
being seated to contain about 150 more than 
Surrey chapel, which is the next most com- 
modious of all the London chapels, Speak- 
ing of the largest-number of persons I. have 
seen at one time in a place of worship, I must 
not omit to mention that in Mr. Flctcher’s 
chapel I have seen, every Christmas morn- 
ing; for the last five years, 5000 children, 
and from 2,500 to 3,000 adults, making from 
7,500 to 8000 persons altogether, Mr. 
Fletcher, [should here remark, always preaches 
on Christmas morning, except when the day 
happens to be on a Sunday, to children ; on 
which occasion’ the scholars from almost 
every sabbath-school in the metropolis are, 
attended by their teachers, invariably present.” 
—Vol. Il. pp. 190—193. 


We question whether our author does 
not overrate the attendance in some of 
these cases, indeed generally ; but if he 
do, it affords an appalling view of me- 
tropolitan-habits, for he computes that 
there are in London an ageregate of 
dissenting congregations of every kind 
amounting to only 190,000, and of Epis- 
copalians amounting to only 150,600. 
So that, according to his calculation, 
there ate not more than 344,000 persons 
evet engaged at one time in the worship 


‘of God, in a population of two millions! 


For his account of the Presbyterians, 
the Methodists, the Moravians, the 
Swedenborgians, the Unitarians, the 
Roman Catholics, and various other 
religious bodies, we must refer to the 
book itself. We shall not even extract 
any part of the thirty pages which he 
gives to the Baptists. The anecdotes 
and obseryations which he intersperses 
with his statistical testimony would be 
thought too free for our columns, though 
they are not freer than the manner in 
which he speaks of public characters 
generally, whether ecclesiastical or civil. 
The magazine itself comes, of course, 
within the panoramic range of his eye, 
and receives the attentions of his pen. 
We have abundant reason to be satisfied 
with the very handsome tetms in which 
he speaks of the manner in which it 
is at present conducted; but the view 
which he takes of its past history is not 

uite correct. It was in 1809, not 1810, 
that the first volume appeared. The pro- 
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perty és not vested in trustees, but re- 
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an equal share of power. This was am 


mains in the proprietors, a body of | inconvenient system; and it is to the 


ministers and private gentlemen, about 
thirty in number, among whom are some 
ef the most respected names in the 
denomination. We believe that neither 
of the gentlemen whom he mentions 
as former editors, ever had the sole 
management of the work, but that they 


| 
| 
| 
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fact that it is now under the superintend- 
ence of one individual, who is solely 
responsible to the proprietors and the 
public, that it must be principally as- 
cribed, if the superiority of the present 
series, over those which have preceded 
it, is as great as this gentleman sap- 


had colleagues, each of whom possessed | poses. 
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The Pilgrim’s Progress. 
Most carefully collated with the edition contain- 
ing the Author’s last Additions and Corrections. 
With a Life of the Author, by JOSIAH 
CoNDER, Esq. Twenty-five Hngravings. 
London : 8vo, pp. lvii. 447. Price #1 1s. 
Among uninspired writings there is pro- 

bably none better adapted to impress upon 

the heart the lessons of spiritual wisdom than 

Bunyan’s Pilgrim’s Progress. We have often 

rejoiced to see editions of a size and price to 

recommend them to the most numerous 
classes of the community ; and now we have 
great pleasure in announcing one which by 
its elegance may attract the favourable atten- 
tion of the fashionable and the wealthy. A 
handsomer volume than this cannot be neces- 
sary to grace the table of any marchioness ; 
and the most pious lady in the land might 
become yet holier and happier by a devout 
perusal either of the principal work or of the 
prefatory memoir. Many of the engravings 
are exquisitely beautiful. At first, indeed, 
the designs seemed less natural than some to 
which we had been accustomed in boyhood ; 
but repeated examinations have  srecon- 
ciled us to their novelty, and there is some- 
thing unearthly about the scenery which suits 
the character of the narrative. We heartily 

wish that the~publishers may receive such a 

recompence for their expenditure as may 

encourage them to send forth the Holy War 
in a similar style. 


' The Limitations of Human Responsibility. By 
FRANCIS WAYLAND, President of Brown 
University, U. S,, Author of “ Elements of 
Moral Science,” and “‘ Elements of Political 
Economy.” London: 16mo, pp. 214, 
He who believes that wisdom is the prin- 

cipal thing, and is sincerely anxious to get 
wisdom, will find in this volume materials-for 
thought, with which he will be delighted. 
He who thinks that activity is the principal 
hing, and seeks chiefly for stimulus, will be 
displeased with the first sections, and will never 
read the remainder. Some valuable men will 
desire to hide it from their Christian friends, 
lest it should check their exertions, and chill 
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their zeal. We wish that a little more of 
incentive to labour had been mingled with 
the cautions contained in the work, which 
has rather too much of a negative character, 
and is liable to be accused, with some justice, 
of a tendency te cause men to stand still, 
lest they should move in a wrong direction. 
Yet it deserves to be studied by all who 
are, either by office or by inclination, leaders 
and guides, and especially by the active 
managers .of religious and philanthropic 
societies. An ill-informed conscience, when 
it has the ascendency, is like a rail-way 
steam engine when it has got off the line. 
With many it is matter of conscience to pro- 
mulgate truth and virtue in ways which are 
inconsistent with the rights of others, and te 
assert their liberty in modes which infringe 
upon that of their neighbours. Holding 
themselves to be responsible for whatever is 
wrong in a cemmunity with.which they are 
connected, and supposing themselves to be 
bound to promote the welfare of their fellow- 
creatures by all possible means, they are 
most offensively kind and most uncharitably 


benevolent. Such people often bustle through - 


a prodigious quantity of work ; but they gene- 
rally throw down as much as they build up, 
and excite as many prejudices against the 
cause they espouse as ten wise men can 
allay. The principles maintained in this 
volume are exactly such as they need to be 
taught. The work contains much sound prac- 
tical wisdom, just of that kind which the 
spirit of the age requires. 

Scripture Illustrations, being a series of En- 
gravings on Steel and Wood, illustrative of the 
Geography and Topography of the Bible ; 
and demonstrating the Truth of the Scrip- 
tures from the Face of Naturg and the re- 
mains of the Works of Man, with Explana- 
tions and Remarks, 
‘Trose, M. A., Chaplain to the Right Hon. 
Lord Mount Sandford. Nos. IV. to XII. 
London ; quarto, Price 2s. 6d. each. 
We congratulate our friends, especially the 


younger part of them, that this work is com-— 
pleted time enough for that warm-hearted — 
" : 4 = 


By the Rev. J. A. La 
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period, during which annual gifts are reck+ 
oned peculiarly seasonable. ‘The early num- 
bers have been already characterized in our 
pages, and these are fully equal to their pre- 
decessors, They contain six beautiful maps 
of Canaan, exhibiting it as it appeared in 
different eras, a map of the world soon after 
the deluge, one of the land of Moriah, one 
of the travels of Paul, with plans of the 
city of Jerusalem and of the temple. With 
these are views of Sidon, Tyre, Ashkeion, 
Gaza, Babylon, Nineveh, Cana, Bethlehem, 
Bethany, Ramah, Nazareth, Patmos, Ephesus, 
Smyrna, Pergamos, Sardis, Thyatira, Phila- 
delphia, Laodicea, Antioch, Damascus, 
Mount Hor, Mount Tabor, Lebanon in various 
aspects, Jordan, and numerous other places 
endeared to us by the references made to 
them in the holy writings. “The Travels 
of Ainslie, Buckingham, Forbin, Laborde, 
Le Brun, Niebuhr, Parsons, Sir R. K. Porter, 
Wittman, and others, are the sources whence 
they have been for the most part derived.” 


Prayers for the Closet, with Introductory Re- 
marks upon Private Devotion. By JOSEPH 
FREEMAN, London: Price 2s. 6d. cloth, 
gilt edges. 

Except in the case of a very little child, 
we can scarcely conceive that forms of prayer, 
however excellent, can be used beneficially 
in the closet. 
abuse, abuse seems to be almost unavoidable, 
at least if they are employed habitually. 
Their tendency must be to restrict that filial 
freedom of intercourse with the Father of 
Spirits which is one of the chief advantages 
of private prayer; to deprive it of its utility 
as a test of spiritual-mindedness; and event- 
ually to deceive him who uses, them, and in- 
capacitate him for the expression of his own 
thoughts and feelings at the throne of grace. 
Many of the ‘‘ Introductory Remarks,” which 
are quite correct in their application to that 
prayer which arises spontaneously from the 

~ mind under the influence of the Divine Spirit, 
appear to us to be incorrect and delusive when 
applied to that secret prayer which is prompted 
by a written or printed form. 


The Church Awakened: Report of Special 
Meetings for the Revival of Religion, held 
in Surrey Chapel, London, November 5, 1838, 
and following days; London: 24mo. pp, 
108. Price ls. 6d. cloth. 


At these meetings, which were held morn- 
ing and evening on Monday, Tuesday, Wed- 
nesday, Thursday, and on the morning of 
Friday, in the first week of November, serious 
and interesting addresses were delivered by 
several ministers, especially six or seven by 
the Rev, E. N. Kirk, who was just about to 
return to America, after a visit to this coun- 
try. This small volume contains reports of 
these addresses, which have the appearance 


They are not merely liable to | 
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of accuracy, and in which every Christian” 
whether he is prepared to concur in the pro 
priety of thé measure in which they origina 
ted or not, will find matter that will amply 
repay him for perusal. We understand that 
forty-six persons have subsequently joined 
the church under the pastoral care of Mr. 
Sherman, at Surrey Chapel. 


The Little Dove. From the German of F. A. 
KRUMMACHER. A Story for Children, 
Edinburgh: Price 9d, 

If a little dove, attempting to fly, falls into 
the midst of a large and deep pond, and a 
little boy seeing near hima round tub, from 
which the maids had watered the bleaching- 
linen, rolls it into the pond, gets into it, and 
with a stick, which serves him for an oar and 
a rudder, makes his way to the bird and 
extricates it, he ought to be taught that, how- 
ever amiable his intention, human life is too 
valuable to be placed in jeopardy for such an 
object. And if his mother sees her child in 
such circumstances, instead of looking down 
from the lofty window without anxiety, be- 
cause it is written, ‘‘ their angels do always 
behold the face of my Father,” and “ the 
Lord preserveth the simple,” she ought to 
send some one promptly to rescue him from 
the perils of the ‘‘ crazy tub”’ and the ‘* deep 
and dangerous pond.” And if the good 
woman thought that tenderness towards horses 
going up hill was a proof of change of heart, 
her religious instructor ought to have taught 
her better, and not to have given currency to 
such a delusion. And if Dr. Krummacher 
knew no better than to write such a tale and 
circulate it in his own country, it ought 
not to have been translated and published 
for the instruction of sober-minded natives of 
Britain. 5 


The Folded Lambs. Memorials of Three 
Children. of the lute Rev. Enoch Crook, of 
Battersea. Edited by JOHN BROAD. 24mo. 
pp- 52. Price fs. 6d. cloth. 


The first two of these narratives are printed 
verbatim from the manuscripts of the late 
Rey. E. Crook, successor to the late Rev. Jos. 
Hughes, at Battersea, and father of the little 
infants whose early deaths are here recorded. 
The life of William Henry Crook, who died 
at the age of six years, after affording pleas- 


ing evidence of a change of heart, is “‘in- 


debted to maternal. revision.” The whole 

breathes the most ardent parental aifection, 

combined with a cheerful acquiescence in the 
divine will, and a joyful conviction that the _ 
little lambs are now received into the fold of 
the Good Shepherd. 

Remarks on the Breaking and Eating of Bread 
and Drinking of Wine, in remembrance of 
the Passion of Christ. London: Houlston 
and Co. $4 
The design of this little tract is to detach 
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from, the Lord’s Supper the ideas of ‘ mys- 

tery,’ with which priestcraft has surrounded 

it, and to exhibic it to devout but timid be- 

lievers in its scriptural simplicity. 

The Contrust. Addressed to Juvenile Minds, 
Siath Edition, London: Price 6d. 


We are. informed that assistance will be | 


rendered to an exceedingly distressed, family, 


grand-children of a deceased Baptist, minis- | 


ter, by the purchase of this. tract, which 
portrays a young devotee of the world and a 
young person who seeks her happiness, in 
God, and contrasts them in health, in sick- 
ness, and in death, 


The Little Picture Bible. By IsaBeLLa 
CHILD. pp. 191. Price 1s. 6d. cloth, 
gilt, 

The Little Picture Festament. By ISABELLA 
CHILD. pp. .191. Price ls. 6d, cloth, 
gilt, 


Elegant little volumes, not quite three 
inches. square, each of which contains forty- 
cight: wood-cuts, accompanied’ by short narra- 
tives, explaining the events to which they 
refer, We are sorry that in some cases the 
design of the picture is far inferior to the 
execution, To prepare them for the use of 
our little ones, we must cut out of one volume 
the representation of John standing in a 
stream, which flows just over his ankles, and 
pouring water out of a basin upon the head of 
Jesus, and out of the other the representation 
of Hezekiah, kneeling close by the ark and 
the cherubim, which were in ‘an apartment 
that Hezekiah was never allowed on any ac- 
count to enter, 


The Baptist Children’s Magazine, 
1838, Leicester: Price ls. 


The Baptist Children’s Magazine. New Series, 
No. I. January 1839, Edited (for the 
Proprietors) by the Rev, S. Wigg. London : 
Price One Penny. 

The important influence which a work even 
so small as this may exercise gradually and 
imperceptibly, on the rising generation, ren- 
ders it necessary that periodicals for the young 
should be examined with care. We attest 
with pleasure the general good tendency of 
the articles in the volume for 1838; but as a 
new serics is commencing, we shall take the 
liberty to suggest the desirableness of sim- 
plicity of: style, and! of vigilant care that the 
embellishments shall not convey sentiments 
at variance with those of the denomination 
for the use of whose children the publication 
is designed. ‘An Apostle,” bearing: a cross 
in his hand, and having a ring round~his 
head, we should certainly have taken for a 
monk, if left to guess the class of mankind to 
which. he belonged. ‘The new number is im- 
proved in ils.general appearance ; but the 
representation of her Majesty at the begin- 
ning, looks as though it were meant to ensure 
that whatever loyalty our children may feel 
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should be the result of constitutional princi- 
ples, unalloyed by any admiration of the 
sovereipn’s. person. 


The Sunday-Scholar’s Annual’ and Parent’s 
Offering for 1839. Edited by the Rev. J. 
BuRNS, Author of ‘ Youthful Piety,” &c., 
§e. 3S2mo. pp. 160. Price 1s. cloth, gilt. 
A small edition, price 6d. 

This cheap little annual is, like its prede- 

cessors, admirably adapted for that interesting 
| class of readers to whom its title indicates 
that it particularly belongs. There are many 
pretty pieces of simple poetry, several of 
which are from the pen of the editor, We 
cannot say that the frontispiece suits our taste 
so well as that of last year. 


RECENT PUBLICATIONS 
Approved. 

Sermens and Outlines of Sermons, by Emi- 
nent Ministers, deceased; together with Mis- 
cellaneous Pieces. Selected from the papers 
of the late J. W. Morris, Author of Memoir 
of Andrew Fuller, Recollections of Robert 
Hall, and Editor of Sutcliffe’s Commentary, 
&e., &c. London: 12mo. pp. 252. Price 
As, 6d., cloth. 


Female Excellence ; or Hints to Daughters. 
Designed for their use from the time of leav- 
ing School till their settlement in Life. By 
|& Morner. London: 16mo. pp. 242, 
| Price 2s., cloth. 


The New Years’ Gift from a Chostizn 
| Friend. London: 64mo, Price 1s. 6d., roan, 
gilt.. 


A Catechism of Heat ; comprising the Facts 
and Principles of that important branch of 
Science, and an account of its applications in 
explaining the Phencmena of Nature and 
| Art. Illustrated by twenty-two Wood-cuts. 
By Huco Ret, teacher of the Philosophical 
Department in the High School of Glasgow, 
and Lecturer on Chemistry to the Glasgow 
Mechanics Institution. Edinburgh: 12mo. 
pp, 90. Price 9d., stitched. pecne 

Gleanings from the Holy Seriptures ; or 
texts arranged, under subjects for every Day 
in the Year, London; 64me, 


The Titles, Attributes, Work, and Claims 
of the Holy Spirit ; according to Scripture, 
London: very small size. pp. 64. Price 6d., 
roan, 


Children’s Bread; or Daily T for the 
Young. London: very small Fees pate 
roan, eee 

A Few Counsels, to. a Young Believer: 
Second Thousand. FP apf ae OY 

The Revivalist: exclusively devoted to the 
Revival and Extension of Evangelical Re-— 

|ligion, Conducted by the Rev. Josepn Beu- 
CHER, London: 24mo. pp.420, 
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- have been, favoured with the perusal of a 
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CANADA. 
A DOMINANT CHURCH. 


In. the Canada Baptist Magazine and 
Missionary Register for August. last, refer- 
ence is made to a printed Letter addressed 
to Lord Durham, in which the writer says, 
“ My lord, we must not deceive ourselves ; 
the. present generation are fresh from the 
United Kingdom; they have ties for which 
their children will not possess the same 
veneration, therefore British rule, British 
laws and institutions must not be allowed to 
lose in the scale of comparison ; contrasted 
with the adjacent States,a dominant church, 
whatever men may think, will not be en- 
dured on this side the Atlantic.” Our 
brethren add, <‘ We hope our descendants 
will not degenerate‘in true loyalty and affec- 
tion to the British crown and constitution; 
but on the latter point contained in this ex- 
tract, we are convinced that, independently 
of the contiguity. referred to, it would be 
both unjust and: impolitie to, establish a 
dominant church in. Canada,” 

In the September number of the same 
periodical, we find, however, the following 
article : 

‘‘ We beseech our readers to mark well 
the following statement; and if it do not 
rouse them. to instant exertion in behalf of 
their liberties, we must despair. Let them 
without delay memorializethe Governor. No 
time should be lost: another month may be 
too late. If not, we shall. return to the 
subject. 

“THE FIFTY-SEVEN RECTORIES.— We 


copy of the legal and united opinion of the 
Law Officers of the Crown in England on the 
erection and endowment of fifty-seven Rec- 
tories, in this Province, It has been decided 
that. ‘the erection or endowment of the fifty- 
seven, Rectories. by Sir John Colborne are 
valid and. lawful acts;’ and ‘that. the Rec- 
tors of the Parishes so erected and endowed 
have the same ecclesiastical authority within 
their respective limits as are vested in the 
Rector of a Parish in England.’ Verily we 
may indeed boast of the ‘glorious uncer- 
tainty of the law.’ We have, from the be- 
ginning, inclined to the opinion that the act 
was legal, though it was an impolitic and 
an unjust act, as was forcibly stated by our 
predecessor at the time of its first announce- 
ment, Butit was averred again and again 
by. the Attorney-General during the two last 


' sessions of our Provincial, Parliament, that 


the Rectors had no power over any other 
than the members of the Church of England. 
But behold! it turns out at last, that not 
onlyisalarge quantity of land surreptitiously 
shuffled into the hands of certain Clergy,— 
at a time too when that very land was in 
abeyance by repeated representations of one 
branch of the local Legislature, as well as by 
the remonstrances of a large majority of the 
country,—but that very Clergy are made 
ecclesiastical lords over the: entire commu- 
nity ! 

‘“Weneed say no more. The abused con. 
fidence, the: invaded rights, the wounded 
feelings and disappointed: hopes of the great 
majority of a loyal Province, may tell the 
rest. The erection of a Clergy into an es- 
tablishment, with legal, prerogatives over the 
entire population, in a country which has a 
constitutional Legislature of its own, and 
contrary to the successive: appeals of the 
representative branch of that Legislature, is 
a proceeding unprecedented in the history 
of nations. Surely this cannot-be the re- 
ward which itis intended to bestow upon 
Upper Canada for the integrity and devoted. 
ness of its loyalty to the British Crown. Is 
a fraction of the population to be ele- 
vated, and all the rest, of every class, to 
be proportionably proscribed and degraded ? 
We cannot conceive it; and we venture to 
add, the country will not quietly abide it.’ 
—Christian Guardian, August 22. 

Jn the proclamation issued by Sir George 
Arthur, Lieutenant-Governor of Upper Ca- 
nada, equitable wishes on this subject. are 
expressed. We must, however, remember 
that they are to be regarded merely as decla- 
rations of his. own: views; not as:pledges of 
the eourse. which will be. pursued by his 
superiors. These are his: words’: 

“Nor can [let pass this opportunity of 
earnestly cautioning you against the hasty 
adoption of opinions; injurious to your con- 
fidence in; the: sincere intentions; of the 
Government on the all-important subject of 
religious: instruction. While I am most 
anxious to secure to you and your children 
this inestimable blessing, it is: not:my wish 
to see a. dominant Church established over 
you, or the members'of one religious com- 
munity either rendered subject to the spiri- 
tual jurisdiction, or called upon to contribute 
to the temporal:support, of'another. And I 
trust that any misapprehension on: this sub- 
ject will-be removed, when I declare to you 
my conviction: that no such result can or 
will flow from any measure of Church ap- 
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propriation which has been hitherto made, 
and still less from the course of policy which 
it is my intention to recommend in this 
matter,” 


SPIRITUAL WANTS. 


A public meeting of the friends of the 
Baptist Canadian Missionary Society was 
held in London, Dec. 5th, the Rev. Dr. 
Cox in the chair, when animated addresses 
were delivered by Dr. Murch, Messrs, An- 
gus, Overbury, Green, E. and J. Davis, and 
Aldis, the latter of whom has accepted the 
office of Secretary. On that occasion the 
Rey. F. W. Miles, from New Brunswick, 
the Theological Tutor of the Institution 
there, on whose behalf he has been sent to 
this country, urged the claims of the North 
American Colonies, and observed that the 
views entertained of them in England were 
in many respects erroneous. He said, that 
their importance was by no means sufficiently 
estimated, Some appeared to imagine that 
the whole country was a small, cold, barren, 
uncultivated region, overspread with dense 
forests and covered. with perpetual snow, 
inhabited by men of an altogether inferior 
race to themselves. The extent of the 
country, however, was immense. It was 
divided into six colonies, called Upper and 
Lower Canada, Newfoundland, New Bruns- 
wick, Nova Scotia, and Prince Edward’s 
Island, each of which contained, with the 
exception of the last, an area of square 
miles nearly equal to the whole of England. 
The inhabitants were most of them the des- 
cendants of half-pay officers, and emigrants, 
so that in fact they were a party of them- 
selves, Of the natural advantages of the 
country it was scarcely possible te speak in 
too exalted terms; but when they contem- 
plated the intellectual and spiritual condi- 
tion of its inhabitants, they were struck 
with the melancholy contrast. In almost 
all of the colonies there were grammar 
schools, and colleges supported by public 
funds, but they were exclusively under the 
direction and patronage of highly bigotted 
Episcopalians. Their whole effort was to 
keep a closely barred door against all deno_ 
minations, and to confine within the con- 
tracted pale of their communion the benefits 
they were able to afford. There were also 
parish schools, but the greater number of 
the teachers were Roman Catholic Irishmen, 
There were, however, from 12,000 to 13,000 
followers of Christ in those colonies—but 
there were hundreds of thousands perishing 
for lack of knowledge, who had never seen 
a Bible, and never had an opportunity of 
hearing a sermon. There were also hundreds 
of thousands who attended the ministrations 
of those who arrogantly styled themselves 
the successors of the apostles, but who 
nevertheless preached a gospel as diametri- 


| to darkness. 
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cally opposed to the gospel of Christ as light 
Could they allow them to go 
on and perish, and employ no effort to save 
them’? They might—but if they did, the 
blood of those immortal beings would be re- 
quired at their hands.” 


INDIA. 
PUBLICATIONS FOR THE NATIVES. 


We have been favoured by our respected 
friends of the Baptist Mission Press, with 
copies of three new works in the native 
languages. ‘Ihe one is a life of Daniel, in 
Bengali, accompanied by an English version 
on the opposite page. The translation is 
by the Rev. W. Morton. It is in such 
style and idiom, as, it is hoped, will render 
it popular with all classes, and, yet not be 
beneath the perusal of the erudite. It is 
printed under the patronage of the American 
Sunday School Union, and reflects equal 
eredit on their liberality, and on the dili- 
geuce and ability of the translator. We 
think the subject is happily ‘chosen, as there 
are many points in the history of Daniel 
which must have peculiar interest for orient 
youth. May they imitate his holy and de- 
cided example. 

Another isa Romanized edition of the 
Rey. A. Bowley’s Hindustani translation of 
the Pilgrim’s Progress, with several beauti- 
fully executed engravings, sent out by the 
English Tract Society, for the purpose of 
illustrating similar translations of the en- 
trancing vision of good John Bunyan. The 
volume is altogether the most compact, 
elegant, and cheap thing of the kind we 
have yet seen in a native language. It re- 
flects the highest credit on our friends, the 
printers; and, as they have printed it at 
their own risk, we hope the sale will be 
such as to induce them to follow it up by 
other works equally adapted, both from 
their substance and price, to be available 
and useful to the native community. The 
third is a translation of Bunyan into the 
Oriya language, by the Rev. A. Sutton. 
It is in a clear type,.compact form, and, we 
understand, simply and faithfully rendered. 
It is pleasing to reflect on the fact, that we 
have this deservedly popular book trans- 
lated into three of the principal languages 
of Northern India,— Calcutta Christian Ob-- 
server. 


The following useful little tracts: have — 


been reprinted by the Baptist Mission — 


Press. “ The Unity of the Church, a tract 
for the times,” an excellent little treatise on 


the importance of Christian unity: we- 


strongly recommend it to our friends in the — 


~Mufassal. | ‘* The Church Member’s Guide.” — 
This is a book of extraéts made some years — 
ago from Mr, James’s larger work, by the © 


. 


- -sérved the boon of freedom. 


INTELLIGENCE. 


Rey. James Hill; it embraces the duties of 
Church members to their pastor, fellow- , 
members, and the world. A copy of it may 

with advantage be put into the hands of 
every Christian. It is proposed to reprint, 

“ Counsels to a Newly-wedded pair,” by Dr. 

Morison, of Chelsea, a little work which 

has had a very extensive and useful circu- 

lation in England, and America. The sub- 

ject may excite a smile, but we suspect oft 

is the time when those wishing well to 

newly-married people, would wish some 

proper little treatise to put into their hands, 

which might be read in the calmer moments 

of domestic life; and this especially in a 

country where the gordian knot is so fre- 

quently tied without that mature reflection 

which generally ushers persons into the 

connubial state in our own country. We 

hope our ministerial brethren will forward 
indents for the work in order that they may 
haveit at hand to present their friends on the 
occasion of their nuptials. The printers 
have studied elegance and economy in the 
getting up of the work.—Calcutta Christian 
Observer. 


JAMAICA. 
THE HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY. 


The House of Assembly of Jamaica met 
on the 30th of October, when a speech was 
delivered by Sir Lionel Smith, of which the 
‘following sentences constitute a prominent 
part. “The most important event in the 
annals of Colonial history has taken place 
since I last had the pleasure of meeting the 
Legislature of this island, and I am happy 
“in being able to declare that the conduct of 
the labouring population, who were then the 
objects of your liberal and_ enlightened 
policy, entitles them to the highest praise, 
‘and amply proves how well they have de- 
It was not to 
‘be expected that the total extinction of the 
apprenticeship laws would be followed by 
an instantaneous return to labour; but feel- 
‘ing as I do, the deepest interest in the suc- 
cessful result of the great measure now in 
‘progress, I sincerely congratulate you, and 
‘the country at large, on the improvement 
‘which is daily taking place by the resump- 
tion of industrious habits, and I trust there 
is every prospect of agricultural prosperity. 
Many important subjects consequent upon 
the altered condition of society, will, [hope, 
receive your early and serious attention.” 

- The aspect of affairs, thus officially an- 
nounced, is more gratifying to us that it 
appears to have been to the persons consti- 

-tuting the House of Assembly. On the 3rd 

-of November the Governor found it neces- 

sary to dissolve that body, which had re- 

- fused to discharge its legislative duties, on 
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account of the alleged violation of its rights 
by recent enactments of the British Parlia- 
ment. The Council had been unanimous in 
the support of the Governor; and it is stated 
in the despatches which brought this intelli- 
gence, that tranquillity prevailed throughout 
the island. Writs had been issued for an 
election of members, returnable on the 17th 
of December. 

Medical Practitioners are, it appears, 
greatly needed in Jamaica. Mr. Knibb has 
stated publicly, that men of religious 
character, combined with professional 
talents, would meet with encouragement, 
and be extensively useful. 


FRANCE, 
ROMAN CATHOLIC INFLUENCE. 


The Minister of Public Instruction has 
just issued an invitation to the Archbishops 
and Bishops to visitas frequently as they can 
the royal and other colleges of the kingdom, 
and to transmit to him their observations ; 
he has further authorized them to grant 
special holidays on these occasions. What 
ought we to say respecting this measure, 
which we fear threatens a restoration 
of the disastrous influence of the Roman 
Catholic clergy ovér public ~ instruc- 
tion, and which has obtained the warm 
approbation of the ultramontane journals, 
excepting that they complain of the neces- 
sity imposed upon the bishops of rendering 
an account of their visits to the minister? 
It has forcibly reminded us of the moral of 
a well-known fable: 


‘« Let him get one foot within your door, 
You will speedily find he has put in four.” 


But we abstain; and will only direct our 
pastors to the circular of the Minister to 
sanction them in claiming the right of 
visiting freely the Protestant students in all 
the colleges where they are to be found. 
This right. cannot be misunderstood.—dAr- 
chives du Christiantsme, Nov. 10, 1838. 


RELIGIOUS NEWSPAPER. 


M.-A. Bost, an evangelical minister at 
Geneva, has announced a Political, Literary, 


and Religious Journal, entitled L’ Esperance,” 


to be published weekly in the French lan- 
guage. The principles upon which it is to 
be conducted, according to an extended 
prospectus, are such as deserve the support 
of enlightened Christians in other countries. 
We shall be glad to find thatthe enterprise is 
successful, and have no doubt that any of our 
friends who read the French language would 


| derive pleasure from its perusal, while they 


would promote the best interests of the 
Continent by encouraging its sale. It is to 
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be published at the commencement of this 
month at Geneva, but it is intended to re. 
move it after a few months to Paris. The 
price for France and Switzerland is to be 
fifteen francs per annum, for other countries 
eighteen francs. Communications respect- 
ing it may be made to Messrs. A. Bost, 
Geneva; M. Marzials, Lille; or Risler, 
bookseller, Paris. 


MISCELLANEA, 
PERSECUTION IN WALES, 


The following series of Resolutions adopt- 
ed by the Board of Baptist Ministers re- 
siding in the cities of London and West- 
minster, at a meeting conyened on the 11th 
ultimo, deserves the notice of our readers. 
We take the liberty of directing their atten- 
tion especially to the third. 

“ Whereas the REVEREND EBENEZER 
Morris,, Vicar of Llanelly, in the county 
of Carmarthen, has cited before the Ec- 
elesiastical Court of the diocese of St. 
David’s, Mr. Joun James, lately a Church. 
warden of the said parish ‘for that he, 
the said John James, had, during the 
time of his said office of Churchwarden, 
absented himself from the church of the said 
parish on divers Sundays.’ 

** And whereas a demand has been made 
upon the said John James for a sum of 
nearly twenty pounds, as costs in the said 
suit, for refusing to pay which, he has been 
dragged from his home and afflicted family, 
and incarcerated in the common jail of the 
county of Carmarthen, 

* Resolved: 

“1, That in the opinion of this Board, 
the conduct of the Reverend Ebenezer 
Morris is an atrocious violation both of the 
sacred rights of conscience, and of the obli- 
gation of Christian charity ; and that it is 
destitute of any plea, either of necessity or 
usage,  — 

“That such conduct on the part of a bene- 
ficed clergyman of the Church of England 
is adapted to awaken the indignation, not 
only of the whole Dissenting community, 
but of all just and honourable men. 

“That the Ecclesiastical Courts are thus 
anew exhibited as an instrument in the 
hands of the clergy of arbitrary and cruel 
oppression; and that a regard to the just 


liberties of Englishmen require that these 


useless, unconstitutional, and vexatious 
Courts, should be for ever extinguished,_ 
“That the Board highly applaud and ho- 
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Jones, Churchwarden of Llanon, who for a 
similar imputed offence, has in like manner 
been prosecuted by the same Rev. Ebenezer 
Morris, gives aggravated force to all the sen- 
timents expressed in the foregoing resolu- 
tion. 

“ 3, That in the opinion of this Board it 
is exceedingly undesirable, and tending to 
uphold the unscriptural system of Estab- 
lished Churches, for Dissenters, under any 
circumstances whatever, to accept the office 
of Churchwarden. 

“4, That all the circumstances of these 
cases concur, with a variety of other con- 
siderations, deeply to impress the Board 
with the utter incompatibility of a State 
Church with the civil freedom and religious 
equality which are the inherent right of 
every human being ; and that it is therefore 
the imperative duty of every Protestant 
Dissenter to seek by all constitutional and 
Christian means, the speedy severance of 
the Established Church from the present 
degrading and unholy alliance with the 
State. 

‘©5, That these Resolutions be printed in 
the ‘ Patriot,” ‘‘ Morning Chronicle,” and 
‘* Christian Advocate,” newspapers. 

F. A. Cox, D.D., LL.D., Chairman, 
W.H. Murcn, D.D., Secretary. 
London, Dee. 12, 1838. 


Resolutions of a similar character have 
been passed and adyertized by the Com- 
mittee of the Baptist Union. 

We learn from The Patriot that Mr. 
James is no longer in jail, the costs of the 


| prosecution having been discharged by his 


friends ; and that a large body of respecta- 
ble farmers, all mounted, escorted him from 
the jail to the place of his residence, a dis- 
tance of sixteen miles. But the Reverend 
Apostolic Successor was still displaying un- 
abated zeal. Notice had been given by this 
energetic vicar to the present Dissenting 
churchwarden of Lilanelly, to attend the 
parish church regularly, or fail at peas! 
It is sad that the rights of man should 
thus violated; it is grievous that their 
wives and children should be exposed in 
consequence to undeserved sufferings; but, 
in our view, the most affecting consideration 
is, that these things should be done in the 
name of Jesus Christ! 


—. 


THE LONDON POST-OFFICE. 
WE are glad to learn that a memorial, 


signed by all the principal Bankers of the ; 


nour the firmness and consistency of Mr. | metropolis, has been presented to the Lords 


James, in suffering himself to be dragged to | of the Treasury, praying that the pro 4 
prison, rather than pe the costs of this un- | alterations, having for their object the open- 
righteous suit; and that they truly sympa- | ing of the London Post-office on the Sab- _ 
thise with him and his afflicted family, under | bath, may not be catried into effect, and _ 
this severe wrong. — . | that meetings of several public bodies have — 

“2, That the still more recent case of Mr. | been held, deprecating the innovation. ~The : 
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memorialists state that “the quiet and do- 
mesti¢ comfort which they, their clerks and 
dependenis, have hitherto derived from the { 
rest of Sunday, has been mainly secured to 
them by the total cessation of business at 
the London Post-office on that day;” they 
“deprecate even such an alteration as the 
transmitting of letters through London on 
that day ; because they are convinced that, 
if such a step were to be taken, the result 
would be, in the first instance, the receiving | 
and delivering of letters at the head offices 
for such as might send or call for them; and 
ultimately the opening of the Post-office on 
that day for every other purpose ;” and they 
pray, “that the cessation from business 
which has hitherto existed in the London 
Post-office on Sundays, may continue to be 
observed.” An official announcement has 
subsequently been made, that the Lords of 
the Treasury have always felt a strong 
objection to any London delivery of letters 
ou Sunday, and are happy to find that their 
Opinion on this point is entirely in concur- 
rence with the great body of the mercantile 
community. Should it, however, be ob- 
truded on the legislature by any party, and 
it was with a parliamentary Committee that 
the project originated, we hope that all who 
appreciate the civil blessings of the Sabbath, 
to say nothing of its religious obligation, 
will arouse themselves immediately, and 
prevent the adoption of a scheme which 
would be productive of disastrous effects ‘to 
the moral interests of thousands in the me- 
tropolis, and myriads in the provinces, 


THE SELECTION OF HYMNS. 


Tue following extract of a letter from the 
Rey. E. Clarke, of Truro, to the Trustees 
of the Selection of Hymns for the use of 
the Baptist denomination, occasioned by his 
receipt of a copy of the Hymn-book, which 

“they had voted to each of the ministers who 
had answered their letter of 1837, relates to 
a subject of so much importance to the 
churches, that the writer, it is hoped, will 
excuse its publication :— 

“J duly received, per parcel from Mr. 
Wightman this month, the present which 
you so handsomely voted to the ministers 
who had complied with your circular of 
January, 1837. When I performed that 
trifling service, I had no idea of such a 
reward. Accept my best thanks for it. I 
am pleased to see that out of 64 hymns I 
had suggested, there are, I believe, 33 in- 
corporated with your additions. I fully 
appreciate the difficulties of the revising 
Committee, but really think they have done 
well. The arrangement and indexes are 

reatly improved, especially the latter; and 

P should think the most fastidious must be 

pleased. The increase of sale will be your 
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best reward; and here, I trust, you will 
enjoy ample satisfaction. The book has 
been introduced recently into our congrega- 
tion; and I shall feel much pleasure in pro- 
moting its circulation. Please to excuse 
this scrawl, written from a sick bed; and 
accept my best wishes and prayers for the 
success of all your individual and united 
endeavours to enlarge the kingdom of our 
beloved Redeemer. May we work while it 
is called to-day! The night of sickness 
has long been upon me, in which I have not 
been able to work; but IT have found him 
faithful who has promised.” 


BIRTH-DAY LINES BY MR. HONE. 


To those who remember the occurrences 
which first directed national attention to 
Mr. Hone, and the tendency of those occur- 
rences to fix every prejudice against Chris- 
tianity indelibly on his heart, the perusal of 
the following verses must afford pleasure, 
while they also furnish matter for grateful 
adoration to Him who showed forth all long- 
suffering to one in ancient times, for a pat. 
tern to them who should afterwards believe 
on him to life everlasting. We are informed 
that they were written in a blank leaf of his 
pocket Bible, before breakfast, on the 3rd of 
June, 1834, his 46th birth-day, and were 
presented subsequently to a gentleman well 
known to the public, by whom they have 
been preserved :— 


The proudest heart that ever beat 
Hath been subdued, in me; 

The wildest will that ever rose, 

To scorn thy cause, and aid tlry foes, 
Is quelled, my God, by thee. 


Thy will, and not my will, be done ; 
My heart be ever thine; 
Confessing thee, the mighty Word, 
T hail thee Christ, my God, my Lord, 
And make thy name my sign. 
~  -Witittam Hone. » 


RECENT DEATHS. 
MISS MARTA WELLS. 


One of the claims of our Magazine to 
support, recently referred to, is that which 
arises from its character, as “ A repository 
for the preservation of biographical ac- 
counts which may afford salutary encou- 
ragements and admonitions.” As years roll - 
on, its volumes become in this view pecu- 
liarly interesting ; and many of their readers, — 
I doubt not, like myself, find occasionally a 
mournful pleasure in holding, by their aid, 
a sort of communion with departed saints. 
T shall be happy in being allowed to con. 
tribute to this repository a short memoir of 
a beloved friend, highly esteemed in her. 
immediate circle, and known to many 
readers of the Baptist Magazine elsewhere. 
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Its preservation will be gratifying to them, | sess it! But I was encouraged to seek it, 


and it is hoped may be profitable to others. 

In the volume of this work for 1829, will 
be found an interesting record of Miss 
Mary Wells, eldest daughter of one of the 
deacons of the Baptist Church, St. Albans. 
Her venerable father, who has been for 
more than sixty years a member of this 
church, has now been called to resign 
his youngest daughter, the subject of this 
memoir, This valued friend, Maria Wells, 
was born_in the year 1808, and during a 
childhood of great feebleness and delicacy, 
was “trained in the way she should go,” 
and “nurtured in the admonition of the 
Lord.” Parental example and domestic 
piety had a happy influence in moulding 
her character, and in leading her early, and 
almost imperceptibly, into the paths of god- 
liness. Set right at the entrance of her 
way, she did not in after life ‘depart from 
it.” The following sketch of her early re- 
ligious history, occurs in a letter written by 
her in the year 1832, 

“‘ The earliest religious remembrance that 
hed to me is, a vague notion of the effi- 
cacy of prayer, by which, however, I merely 
understood the utterance of petitions ; for 
as I did not see the evil of sin, and refused 
to acknowledge my desert of eternal punish- 
ment, I had no intense desire after salva- 
tion; and when some open act of disobedi- 
ence compelled me to conclude that God 
regarded me with displeasure, the use of 
supplications, which I supposed must come 
from the heart, because they were offered in 
my own words, quieted my conscience. 
But, though at the age of ten years, I was 
placing my hopes of heaven upon such 
forms, I had many pleasing and affecting 
moments in thinking of God as a Father, 
and of his providential goodness. 

“Tt must be attributed to the agreeable 
manner in which religion was introduced to 
me by my parents, that my natural enmity 
to it was not manifested: and, yet, some- 
times I felt my education to be an oppres- 
sive restraint, and when freed from it by 
departure from home, it soon became evi- 
‘dent how little my heart had been engaged 
in holy duties. My leisure hours were oc- 
cupied by some vain book, or my thoughts 


by some more foolish imagination. Not | 


that I entirely neglected the Scriptures, but 
I read them without interest, and m 

prayers were altogether heartless. Such 
were my prevailing dispositions, when my 
return home brought me under your in- 
structions; at first with careless inatten- 
tion, which was partly removed by some 
discourses, intended to show the value of 
religion in its aspect on the path of life, as 
well as the end. In this light I had seldom, 
if ever, viewed it, and by subsequent re. 


_ marks on its nature, I found I did not pos-. 


« 


“some degree of confidence that T shall 


and shown the way. At the same time a 
self-justifying spirit prevented my falling 
humbly at the foot of the cross. The plan 
of salyation was to me a “ rock of offence,” 
so greatly was my “foolish heart darkened,” 
But those doctrines of revelation, once so 
revolting, are now my delight. I have 
thirsted for salvation; and nothing but the 
“living waters” could have satisfied in any 
degree desires so intense as those which 
have arisen in my heart. ..... I have 
never felt such deep convictions of sin as 
many others haye, but I see enough of its 
evil exceedingly to deplore its existence, 
and highly to prize the great atonement 
made for it. With a firm belief in this 
truth of Scripture, I depend upon it as the 
only foundation of a sinner’s hope.” 

This extract, furnishing a pleasing exam- 
ple of the mental discrimination, and accu- 
rate expression for which she was remark- 
able, may serve to show how evangelical, 
how intelligent, and how satisfactory were 
her religious views and feelings at the com- 
mencement of her religious course. During 
its progress, the deepening of such princi- 
ples and experience, and the manifest in- 
crease of spiritual and devout affections, 
marked her growth “in grace, and in the 
knowledge of the Lord and Saviour, Jesus 
Christ.” In the year before mentioned 
(1832), she was baptized and united with 
the church under my care. Letters and 
papers, written at this time, illustrate the 
seriousness and diffidence with which she 
entered upon a public Christian profession. 
This, however, she was enabled stedfastly 
to maintain, and honourably to adorn. 

Various private memoranda found since 
her decease, and extending through several 
years, contain many. interesting details of 
the vicissitudes of Christian experience. 
She had her trials —some of them peculiarly 
heavy, her conflicts were many and severe 
—hbut her “conversation was in heaven ;” 
there, evidently, was her “ treasure,” and 
there, her “heart.” Long extracts from 
these papers cannot, of course, be intruded 
on these pages, but a few quotations from 
the latest of them may be allowed, which, 
while they gratify the pious reader, will 
also show, that she-was not unprepared for 
the event which so gnexpectatte occurred, 
nor unmeet “for the inheritance of the 
saints in light.” : 

“Feb. 4, 1838.” She writes: “My 
spirit is refreshed by hearing of sinners. 
converted to God. Then I am tempted to 
spiritual pride. How painful to find that 
sin is so mixed with our best feelings !’? - 

“Feb. 17. It rejoices my heart to be- 
lieve that so many whom cf : 
with me for ever in heaven. To thin 


love will be 


CORRESPONDENCE.” 


really be there myself, imparts such peace, 
and hope, and joy, that I wonder I could 
ever haye been so rivetted to earthly ob- 
jects.” 

«28. Have been unwell; but not dis- 

tressingly anxious as to the result. It some- 
times appears delightful to me to anticipate 
a near and sudden exit from this world,— 
yet gloomy fears are seldom distant. Shall 
I really see the Saviour face to face, and be 
regarded with approbation|? It seems too good 
for truth, and yet there is no alternative be- 
tween this and endless misery. May I so 
live as to meet death with joy !” 
_ ‘ April 22. I would hope, by the Spirit’s 
influence, my affections have been rising to 
things above; and I have thought of the 
vision of Jesus with peculiar delight: yet 
my soul is humbled to think how unworthy 
I am to enjoy his blissful presence. While 
feeling a deep sorrow for sin, I cannot doubt 
his forgiveness. O that abundant free grace 
may excite much love, fervent gratitude, 
unreserved consecration, and unhesitating 
obedience. I earnestly desire a continuous 
growth in grace, to be more spiritually 
minded, and more actively employed in 
doing good.” 

Her death was sudden. She had not, in- 
deed, been perfectly well for several months, 
but the illness which issued in her death, 
was of but few days’ continuance. During 
this time, the paroxysms of pain, and the 
modes of treatment necessary, rendered it 
impossible to hold much converse with her 
on religious subjects. But enough tran- 
spired to show that she was perfectly aware 
of the probable result, and that she was not 
taken by surprise. She was calm, and self- 
possessed; gave particular and minute di- 
rections respecting various matters pertain- 
ing to her affairs, and evinced the deepest 
solicitude to comfort her beloved sister, and 

__reyered parent. “I die,” said she, “ but 

~ God shall be with you.” “My God shall 
supply all your need, according to his riches 
in glory by Christ Jesus,” 
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On the night’ of Wednesday, Aug. 15, I 
was summoned to her dying bed: It was 
then too evident that death had made con- 
siderable progress in his fatal work. But 
though sunk and suffering, she was perfectly 
sensible and composed. She expressed re- 
gret that her circumstances had prevented 
an earlier interview, and in answer to in- 
quiries, said, ‘She had some dread of death, 
physically considered, but not in any other 
view ;” quoting as expressive’ of her feel- 
ings the words of Paul, “I know whom I 
have believed,” &c., and adding, ‘‘ This was 
the last text from which I heard Mr. L— 
preach (alluding toa dear friend who some- 
times kindly officiates for me); and I wish 
you to tell him how much pleasure and profit 
I have derived from the recollection of his 
discourse, since this affliction commenced.” 
She requested me to pray with her, saying, 
*<T have no superstitious dependence upon 
the prayers of others, in a dying hour, but 
it would be refreshing to me to hear you 
pray once more.” We prayed, as well as 
such an affecting scene (sadly similar, alas ! 
to one recently realized in my own family) 
would allow, and I retired. After a short 
interval, I returned to her bed side, but she 
was scarcely conscious when addressed. 
Life gradually ebbed away; and early on 
Thursday-morning she “ slept in Jesus.” 

She was interred in the burial ground of 
the sanctuary which in life she had loved ; 
and on the succeeding sabbath her death 
was improved in a sermon by her pastor, 
from Job i. 21: “‘ The Lord gave, and the 
Lord hath taken away, blessed be the name 
of the Lord.” May we all—the relatives, 
the writer, the readers,—learn like the ex- 
emplary patriarch, to consider all our com- 
forts as the gifts of God, to connect all our 
afflictions and bereavements with the pro- 
vidence of God, and to glorify God alike 
in comforts and in-crosses ! 

WiLiiam UPTON. 

St. Alban’s, Dec. 3, 1838. 
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‘ON THE STATE OF THE BAPTIST CHURCHES 
| IN JAMAICA. 
To the Editor of the Baptist Magazine. 
Dear Sir, oe : 

I have been several times informed during 
the past month, that the Baptist Missionary 
Society has been injured, by the representa- 
tions of the Rev. Mr. Panton, a Jamaica 
‘clergyman of the established church. Mr. 
‘Panton has been travelling through this 


‘country: and in his public addresses on: 


behalf of the Scotch Missionary Society, 
has been charging the Baptist Missionaries 
with having adopted a plan which is inju- 
rious; with also having in their churches 
persons who are not fit for church-member- 
ship; and with employing persons in the 
service of God, who ought not to be em- 
ployed. : 
I am sorry to have any cause to write 
a word against Mr. Panton’s testimony, 
because we have been on friendly terms in 
Jamaica, But that friendship which pre- 
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vents the free utterance of important truth, | many miles to hear it, who have it spoken to 


is not real friendship; it is not worthy of 
the name ; nor is it consonant with superior 
love to the cause of. the Saviour, 

Mr, Panton is not the first who-has 
brought these charges against the mission- 
aries. They have been made by irreligious 
slave-owners, and overseers, for a number of 
years; and they have yery often been 
answered; sometimes in the Missionary 
Herald; sometimes in the newspapers of 
Jamaica; and they were so particularly in a 
pamphlet which the missionaries published 
just after the insurrection. Why are not 
these answers noticed by those who continue 
to reiterate the charges ? 

The injurious plan of which much has 
been said, is that of giving small tickets to 
the members, and inquirers of the churches. 
They are given by the Wesleyans, by most 
of the Baptists, and by some of the Scotch 
Missionaries too, to the members of churches, 
because something of the kind is considered 
necessary to avoid mistakes at the ordinance 
of the Lord’s Supper. The Scotch, and 
some of the Baptist Missionaries have been 
in the habit of giving these tickets the week 
before the ordinance, and of receiving them 
back on the plate, at the time of making the 
collection for the poor. Others of the 
Baptist, and I believe all the Wesleyan 
Missionaries have allowed the members to 
retain the tickets. The inquirers are by 
these tickets more easily recognized as per- 
sons who are professedly seeking the Lord. 
But both members and inquirers are, at 
most of the Baptist mission stations, seen, 
and if possible, conversed with individually, 
by the missionary, once a quarter. 

This is the plan. The evil with which it 
is charged, is, that some of the people regard 
the possession of these tickets as a title, and 
a passport to heaven; and that therefore the 
missionaries who allow the tickets to be kept 
encourage this dangerous superstition. 

That Mr. Panton has heard of instances 
where the possessors of tickets have so re- 
garded them, I have no doubt, But if they 
are not too few to be made the ground of 
a general charge, or too weakly authenticated 
to be relied on, it would surely be better to 
publish them, giving dates, and places, and 
names. The way of salvation by faith in 
the Lord Jesus Christ, is that which the 
missionaries and leaders speak of at all 
times; cautions suited to the dangers of the 
people are constantly given; and those who 
receive the tickets are distinctly told~why 
they have them. Still every system is 
liable to abuse. Union with a church is 
made the foundation of hope by some per- 
sons, in this country, even among dissenters. 
In the Established church, this evil is a dis- 
‘tinctive feature. But that men who show 
much anxiety to know the truth, who travel 


them with much plainness, and who meet 
every week with the most intelligent and 
pious of their religious friends to obtain in- 
struction by familiar conversation, should’so 
utterly and habitually depart from the great 
truth which is always before them, as to 
depend cn a ticket instead of the Redeemer’s 
death for salvation, is scarcely possible. I 
never met with such a member of a Baptist 
Missionary’s church in the West Indies ; and 
think that light cannot be thus productive of 
darkness, or truth of error. The fact, no 
doubt, is, that those who have appeared to 
place reliance on the tickets, are persons, 
who once professed to serve God, and who, 
after giving up that profession, bave clung 
to the shadow of their past union with 
the church for obtaining comfort. Such 
individuals are to be found in the neighbour- 
hood of every section of the church. 

The charge that the missionaries have 
persons in their churches who should not be 
in, is probably true to a certain extent. In 
churches that have thousands of members, 
it is not merely likely that some hypocrites, 
and some self-deceivers will obtain admis- 
sion, but certain; Judas and Simon Magus 
had places in the earliest church. But it is 
not correct that the Baptist churches in the 
West Indies have in them a greater propor- 
tion of unholy persons than the dissenting 
churchesin England. There is nota greater 
proportion of exclusions. On this point, let 
any one compare the Annual Report of the 
Mission stations with that of the Union. 
There have been instances of Baptist 
ministers in this country having an oppor- 
tunity of judging, and thinking that the 
missionaries kept condidates for membership 
out of the church too long. I know that 
while the missionaries are exercising caution, 
there is much conscientious fear lest they 
should sin against God, by continuing to re- 


ject those whom they cannot help believing - 


he has received. Exercising this caution on 
one hand, and this fear on the other, I have 
almost always kept back many more than 
have been proposed for admission, And 
yet, there are as great facilities for forming 
a correct opinion respecting a person’s con- 
version, in the West Indies, as in England, 
There is a profession of repentance and 
faith in Christ, so made as to produce a con- 
viction of sincerity: and when a person is 
proposed for membership, there is in readi- 
ness, the testimony of some in the church, 
to the candidate’s general excellence of con- 


duct. Then, after admission, the members _ 


are not immediately left to themselves, as I 
think is too much the case in England. 


They are encouraged, and watched over, and _ 
prayed for in the class-meetings ; and the 


new energies of the convert are empl 
and directed for obtaining further succes 
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As every church is divided into a number of } certainly possible for iniquity to be concealed 


these classes ; and as the class-leaders are 
the most devoted persons in the church, 
and have frequent opportunities of seeing 
the missionary, it is much more probable 
that if sin is committed, he will be made 
acquainted with it, than that a minister 
would be in this country, Certainly a 
missionary must know his own church better 
than Mr. Panton can. And I may add that 
the missionaries have no motive for wishing 
unconverted persons in fellowship with them. 
The union, when tolerated in a church, is by 
all of them deemed sinful ; and troublesome 
as well as sinful. 

The employment of leaders was in the 
first instance an arrangement of necessity ; 
afterwards, of choice. When a number of 
persons came from a distant estate, -it was 
found necessary to ask the most pious and 
intelligent of them, to watch over the rest. 
When this plan had been proved by years of 
trial to be eminently conducive, through 
God’s blessing, to the prosperity o. the 
church, it was chosen by almost all the 
missionaries, as an important part of the 
system of management, in every place. 
And if there is one plan now considered 
more useful than all others, it is this of 
having leaders and classes. The instruc- 
tions of the missionary are repeated by the 
leader, and in a familiar style explained and 
enforced. Young Christiansare strengthened, 
The tempted are warned. Labours for use- 
fulness are multiplied and diffused; and in 
these classes a spirit of prayer is promoted. 
Every person who is acquainted with the 
religious state of the West Indies knows 
however, that there are many Baptists, 
having leaders and preachers who have no 
connexion with the missionaries ; and that 
some of them have been reported exceedingly 
immoral, Their predecessors were found 
there by the first Baptist Missionaries. But 


‘to impute the practices of these people, di- 


rectly or indirectly, to the plans of the 
missionaries, is not either charitable or cor- 
rect, It is true that in a missionary’s church, 
the leaders have much more influence than 
ordinary members, because they are much 
more useful; usefulness and influence always 
go together. And that these leaders may 
be more mischievous than other persons, is 
also true: exaltation always brings an in- 
crease of power for evil as well as for good. 


But the missionary sees more of these 


leaders, and hears more of them, than of any 
others in the church. He has also quarterly 
interviews with the members and inquirers, 
who meet their leader once or twice eve 

week: and many of these leaders have foe 
of each other’s company, so that it may be 
safely said, if there is in any one of them any 
serious evil of doctrine or practice, the mis- 


sionary is very likely to hear of it. It is 


in a leader there, as it is possible in a deacon 
or alocal preacher here; but I believe not 
more likely, Yet if any Christian of any 
denomination is acquainted with a leader of 
one of the churches in the West Indies, 
who is dishonouring his profession, and con- 
cealing his sin, it is surely a duty to inform 
the missionary, Is there one who would not 
be thankful for such an act of brotherly kind- 
ness? Not one. The missionaries do not 
profess to be perfect, or to have perfect 
churches. They are at all times ready to 
admit, that like all other ministers, they are 
sometimes deceived, by men who visit them 
with an appearance of piety. They do not 
profess, either, to have the best plans that 
can be devised : though, for securing increase 
and purity to a church, their plans have 
been practically shown, through the blessing 
of God, to be far superior to the quiet and 
almost sleeping system of the church in this 
country, But defamation is not the right 
instrument for improving them. To gene- 
ralize a single evil, and then spread it over a 
whole colony of churches, is not scriptural. 
It is not the right way to serve God, Can- 
not one useful society be assisted without 
reprobating another? Can the Scotch mis- 
sionaries be exalted only at the expense of 
the Baptists ?__I have been well acquainted 
with some of the Scotch missionaries while 
abroad; but will not hastily imitate the 
example which is set me of speaking evil of 
them, for the sake of praising my more in. 
timate brethren. . But any one may say, that 
the Baptist missionaries in the West Indies, 
have aright now to be considered at least as 
conscientious as other missionaries. Through 
God’s grace, they have been more useful; 
and their success, which God. has given, 


‘may be fairly placed in.fayour of the mis- 


sionaries being men of good judgment, in 
opposition to any person’s opinion, that they 
are not. ‘* By their fruits ye shall know 
them,” is the scripture rule. _ 
_I sincerely wish that those who through 
prejudice, or envy, or mistake, have been 
overcome by temptation to malign the Bap- 
tist Missionaries, may, themselves, have 
much grace.to abound in such work as will 
abide the trial of the last day ; and remain, 


dear Sir, Yours very sincerely, 
- J. Burron,.- 


— 


ANSWER TO INQUIRER, AND OBSERVATIONS 
ON ROMANISM. 


To the Editor of the Baptist Magazine. 
Dear Str, I beg to inform “an Inquirer” 
that the saying he refers to (‘see bow these 
Christians love one another’’) is taken from 
Tertullian’s Apology, sect. 39, which work 
was written, I believe, about A.D, 198+ 


30 


Milner thus translates the paragraph in 
which the sentence is found :—‘* Every one 
pays something into the public chest once a 
month, or when he pleases, and according to 
his ability and inclination, for there is no 
compulsion. These gifts are, as it were, the 
deposits of piety. Hence we relieve and 
bury the needy, support orphans and decrepit 
persons, those who have suffered shipwreck, 
and those who, for the word of God, are 
condemned to the mines, or imprisonment. 
This very charity of ours has caused us to be 
noticed by some :—‘ See,’ say they, ‘ how 
these Christians love one another !” 

I take this opportunity to thank you for 
the excellent article ‘‘ on the revival of 
Romanism,” in your number for November, 
Although I have no wish to be considered an 
alarmist, I cannot but think that the present 
aspects of the times in regard to Protes- 
tantism are anything but satisfactory, and 
that Dissenters are not sufficiently awake to 
their duty on this subject. The ultra-tory 
views of many who affect the greatest ab- 
horrence of Popery, and the outrageousnes; 
of Orangeism, have produced an ill effect 
among us, deterring us from inquiry and 
paralysing our energies. We have been so 
fearful of playing a false game, that while we 
have slept the enemy has sown tares. It is 
high time that we rouse ourselves to action. 

Roman Catholics are exerting themselves 
for the propagation of their heresy with a 
zeal worthy of a better cause, They are 
building spacious places of worship, and 
have revived in this country the ex- 
hibition of all the ancient pomp of their 
ceremonial. The press teems with pro- 
ductions, characterised by plausible rea- 
soning, fascinating eloquence, and great 
display of learning, in which it is attempted 
to disprove the tenets of Protestantism, to 
shake the credit of evidence, the validity of 
which has been long deemed indisputable, 
and to reinstate Popery in public favour, as 
the only authentic form of Christian pro- 
fession. In the ‘‘ Dublin Review ” (aquar- 
terly publication, issued under the ostensible 
editorship of Dr. Wiseman, O’Connell, and 
Michael Quin, the traveller) may be found 
articles replete with erudition, very elegant- 
dy written, and calculated, by the sophisms 
which distinguish them, to perplex inquirers 
and entrap the unprepared mind. While by 
these means the educated and higher classes 
are attacked, other measures are set on foot, 
intended to act on the mass of the people. 
The ‘ Catholic Institute of Great Britain,” 
established last summer, under the presidency 
of the Earl of Shrewsbury, proposes to em- 
ploy a portion of its funds “in printing and 
circulating such publications as, having the 
previous sanction of a clergymen duly au- 
thorised by the Vicar Apostolic of the Lon- 
don District, may bedeemed most useful to 
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obviate calumny, to explain Catholic tenets, 
and defend the purity and truth of Catholic 
doctrines, and circulate useful information 
on these subjects.”—It may be further 
stated, that in the Colonies, in the South Sea 
Islands, and in British India, very strenu- 
ous efforts are now made by Roman Catho- 
lics, and in numerous instances, if their own 
accounts may be believed, with considerable f 
success. 

On the other hand, we see in the Church 
of England, which used to be regarded as 
the great bulwark of Protestantism, a rapidly 
increasing party, whose avowed opinions in- 
dicate a powerful reactionin fayour of Pope- 
ry. Dr, Pusey and his friends may choose to 
disclaim their papistical tendencies, but they 
are too manifest to be mistaken, and Roman 
Catholic writers betray no unequivocal satis- 
faction at the anti-protestant movement. A 
discourse was delivered by Dr. Wiseman last 
year, before the Catholic Academy at Rome, 
on ‘*the present state of Protestantism in 
England,” in which he assured his audience 
that the most enlightened men of Great 
Britain have renounced their prejudices 
against Catholicism, and acquired a decided 
leaning to Romish doctrines; in proof of 
which he referred to the Oxford Tracts. 

Allow me then, dear Sir, to suggest to my 
brethren in the ministry, and especially to 
the tutors of our colleges, the great impor- 
tance of an accurate knowledge of the 
Popish controversy, in all its connexions 
and bearings. Setting aside the present 
position of the Church of England in rela- 
tion to the Oxford party, itis evident that 
her sympathies with the Papal Antichrist 
tend to disqualify her for the coming conflict. 
The battle of Protestantism must be Lia sed by 
Protestant Dissenters. May they found 
well prepared for the contest ! 

IT am, Dear Sir, 
Yours truly, 
J. M. Cramp. 

St. Peter’s, Thanet, Dec. 17, 1838. 


THE CELEBRATION OF A MARRIAGE. 
To the Editor of the Baptist Magazine. 
Dear Srr—I was recently present at a 


| marriage in a Baptist chapel, with which I 


was greatly pleased : and it occurred to me, 
that I might render a service to some of 
your younger brethren in the ministry, if I 
were to send you an account of the manner 
in which it was conducted. 

Two young persons in respectable circum- 
stances who were members of the church, 
and whose parents I understood had long 
been connected with the same religious com- 
munity, were on this occasion united in 
wedlock, Their pastor, who had known 
them from childhood and baptized them a 
few years ago, left’ the vestry soon. after 
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eight. o’clock, followed by them and their 
friends, and took his station in the table-pew, 
with his back to the pulpit. The table 
having been previously removed to make an 
open space, the bride and bridegroom sat 
down opposite to him, their parents and 
other relatives being ranged in the same pew, 


, on the right hand and on the left. The whole 


party appeared to be cheerful and devout; 
and there were in various parts of the cha- 
pel perhaps as many as fifty spectators. The 
minister began by offering a short prayer, 
acknowledging the creative and providential 
goodness of the Father of mercies, thank- 
ing him for the arrangements which he has 
made for the salvation and well-being of 
sinners, and invoking his presence on the 
important occasion. He then delivered an 
affectionate and serious address to the young 
couple who were sitting before him, on the 
solemnity of the engagement on which they 
proposed to enter, expatiating upon its im- 
portant bearings on all their interests spirit- 
ual and temporal; upon its indissolubility 
except by death ; and upon its divine origin 
as declared and enforced by our Lord when 
he answered the question put to him respect- 
ing divorce by an appeal to the account of 
the marriage institution in the book of Ge- 
nesis. Some observations followed on the 
duties arising from this relationship, refe- 
rence being made to the language of the 
apostle on the subject in the fifth chapter of 
the Epistle to the Ephesians ; the idea being 
insisted on, that by entering on the engage- 
ment they took on them all its obligations, 
and pledged themselves to the performance 
of its duties, as truly as though each duty 
were now recited and a distinct promise 
given of its performance; and especially, 
that henceforth they would be so entirely 
one that they could have no separate interest, 
but what was the interest of the wife would 
be the interest of the husband, and what was 


‘the interest of the husband would be that of 


the wife. 

About ten minutes having been thus occu- 
pied, the minister solemnly reminded them 
that if any reason were known to them why 
this most important engagement should not 
be completed, they were bound now to de- 
clare it, and relinquish their purpose ; but 
called upon them, if there were not, each to 
follow him, first the bridegroom, and then 
the bride, in reciting the words to that effect 
required by the Act: “ Ido solemnly declare 
that I know not of any lawful impediment 
why I, A. B., may not be joined in Matri- 
mony to C, D.” ‘They arose when they did 
this, and then their pastor taking their right 
hands united them, inviting each to repeat 
the formula, “I call upon these persons here 
present to witness, that I, A. B., do take 
thee C. D. to be my lawful wedded wife 


{or husband]. This done, he obseryed that, | 


as in our country a married woman is dis- 
tinguished by a ring, this was a suitable time 
to mvest her with it. The bridegroom then 
placed it on the finger of the bride, and the 
minister said, ‘¢ I do now declare that thsee 
persons are lawfully married to each other in 
the sight of God and according to the laws 
of our country.” 

Prayer was now offered for a blessing on 
the newly married persons, in which the pro- 
bable vicissitudes of future life were alluded 
to pertinently. At the close of this exercise 
the bridal party, with the pastor, and the 
Registrar, who had been a quiet observer of 
the scene, retired into the adjoining vestry to 
inscribe their names in the Official Book, and 
thus make a permanent record of the inter- 
esting transaction. The time spent in the 
chapel was something less than twenty 
minutes. 

I was forcibly impressed, as were others, 
with the immense superiority of this mode of 
contracting marriage over that which is cus- 
tomary in the parish churches. It was not 
merely in the absence of objectionable ex- 
pressions that this was perceptible, but espe- 
cially in the greater solemnity and impres- 
siveness of the scene. The ludicrous 
associations connected with many phrases 
occurring in the form for the solemnization 
of Matrimony, in the Book of Common 
Prayer, arising from jocular remarks and 
anecdotes which obtrude themselves upon 
the mind, are indeed most inimical to serious- 
ness; but no form, however unobjectionable 
in itself, can be as impressive as that which 
comes spontaneously from a heart which is 
under the influence of kind feeling and 
sound discretion. : 

I am, dear Sir, 
Your’s respectfully, 
Viator CuRiIsTIANus. 


Fr 
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It has always appeared to the Editor that 
“ Brief Notices,” rendering assistance in the 
choice of books and giving a general acquaint- 
ance with the character and design of the 
theological works with which the printing 
offices teem, form a very important feature 
of a denominational magazine. But he has 
found it absolutelyimpossible to givea distinct 
account of all, or nearly all that are deserving 
of notice. To say nothing of the time that 
is requisite to form a just opinion, and write 
a brief description of each, it would occupy 
too large a proportion of our columns to the 
exclusion of other valuable matter. Having 
laboured in vain during the past year to 
keep pace with the prolific press, he intends 
to adopt this year a rather different course. 
He proposes to append to the Brief Notices, 
a monthly list of Recent Publications which 


he has examined and approved. In this 


* 
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List no works will be mentioned which ap-| had received compensation out of the grant 


pear to be entirely unworthy of attention: 
these, and alas! the number isnot small, will 
either be characterized in the Brief Notices 
or passed by in silence. But many works 
whose titles sufficiently indicate the nature 
of their contents, and which need only an ex- 
pression of general approbation; single ser- 
mons, and pamphlets of which perhaps little 
more could be said than that they are good in 
their kind, and deserve the perusal of those 
who are interested in the subject or the 
writer, will generally be found among the 
“ Recent Publications APPROVED.” The 
Editor is persuaded that this will be more 
advantageous to general readers than the 
course hitherto adopted, and that authors 
and publishers will greatly prefer the sight 
of their title pages in the Approved List, 
to the only alternative, that many of 
them should be passed by entirely. Hence. 
forward, if a work which the Editor has 
received by the middle of the month is 
not in this catalogue, they may suppose 
either that it is not considered worthy of a 
place in it, or that it is intended to be the 
subject of a separate article. It will, of 
course, be understood that the approbation 
expressed is only general, and does not im- 
ply admiration of every quality of its style, 
or sanction of every opinion which it may 
express. 


Where much good is effected, opposition 
is always aroused ; and whoever is ‘“ doing 
a great work” may expect to receive an 
invitation from some friend or other to come 
down and leave it. It would have been 
strange indeed if the Baptist Churches in 
Jamaica, and the men’ whom God has 
honoured to form and cherish them, had 
excited no jealousy and incurred no re- 
proaches. The letter of Mr. Burton, in a 
previous page, is seasonable, and will be 
read with interest in many parts of the 
country. We understand, however, that 
when, after much difficulty and long delay, 
Mr. Panton met a few members of our 
Missionary Committee, he disclaimed any 
design of injuring the Baptist mission, it 
being merely his intention to enforce what 
he deemed the superior claims of the Scot- 
tish Society. He had made his statements, 
not publicly, he added, but merely to a few 
clergymen in Scotland, not dreaming that 
they had any connexion with our Mission. 
We have, however, heard since that as—Mr. 
Panton was passing through a town in the 
south-of England, he was introduced by the 
clergyman to a very liberal contributor to our 
funds, who was induced by his statements to 
repair forthwith to the Baptist minister, aod 
announce his intention to withdraw his sub- 
scription to our West Indian Mission. But 
a few days afterwards’ this gentleman ob- 
served in a printed list of slave owners who 


| of twenty millions, the name of the Rev. 

| Richard Panton! New light broke in upon 

| him immediately: he revoked his determi- 
nation, and called on the Baptist pastot to 
say that he should subscribe as usual. 


Weare informed that the duration of thé 
pastorate of the Rev. J. Geard, at Hitchin, 
whose death was noticed in our last, was 
between fifty-six and fifty seven years ; 
and that the Rey. T. Griffin was nof, as 
stated by our correspondent, co-pastor, 
with Mr. Geard, but succeeded to the office 
soon after Mr. Geard resigned it. 


The death of Mrs, Penny, the wife of the 
respected Treasurer of this Magazine, will 
be noticed more at length in our next num- 
ber. 


In our next, will appear an account of the 
half-yearly distribution of profits, which has 
just taken place. 


DR. CAREY AND HIS PUNDIT. 

It ought not to be necessary to give in- 
formation to any English Baptist of the 
claims of that excellent man whose portrait 
adorns our present number, to the affec- 
tionate remembrance of the Christian world. 
But, lest any of our readers should be un- 
acquainted with the history of Dr. Carey, we 
will state that he was born at Paulerspury, 
in Northamptonshire, on the 17th of August, 
1761, and that, though brought up to the 
trade of a shoemaker, he evinced an extra- 
ordinary appetite for knowledge, and became 
pastor, first of the church at Moulton, and 
snbsequently of that at Leicester. With 
him, and a few others of kindred spirit, the 
Baptist Missionary Society originated, un- 
der whose auspices he went in 1793, with 
Mr. Thomas, to make known the gospel to 
the benighted myriads of India. There he 
engaged in many useful labours, but became 
especially distinguished as a translator of 
the oracles of God. With the assistance-of 
learned natives, he completed translations 
of the whole Scriptures, in the Sanscrit, the 
Bengali, the Hindee, the Mahratta, and the 
Orissa languages, and of the New Testament 
in many others. He rested from his labours 
on the 9th of June; 1834. For further 
particulars we refer to the Memoir, compiled 
principally from his Letters and Journals, 
which was published soon after his death, by 
his nephew, the Rey. Eustace Carey. The 


Pundit, or native teacher of languages, - 


whose portrait is included with that of his 
friend and employer in our engraving, was 
the head Pundit in the College of Fort Wil- 


liam, in which Dr, Carey was a Professor. — 
He continued associatéd with him in useful 


| literary occupa 


Vidyalankara. 


i ions till they were separated —_ 
by death. His name was Mrityunjaya — 


anes 
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Subscriptions and Donations in aid of this Society will be thankfully received at the 
Baptist Mission House, No. 6, Fen Court, Fenchurch Street, London ; or by any of the 
Ministers or Friends whose names are inserted in the Cover of the Annual Report: 


FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE. 


EAST INDIES, 


AGRA. 


We have great pleasure in stating 
that, on the recommendation of our 
missionaries in India, the Committee 
lave received, as one of the additional 
missionaries for that extensive field, the 
Rey. Richd. Williams, who has formed a 
small church at Agra, and is labouring 
there with much zeal and devotedness. 
Mr. Williams was brought under the 
notice of the Committee some years ago 
by Mr. Leslie, of Monghyr, and farther 
inquiries and information have fully sa- 
_ tisfied them as to the propriety of the 

step they have now taken. 

Agra is about a thousand miles from 
Calcutta, a city of great importance, 
and very populous. It is the capital of 
that extensive district which last year 
was visited by the dreadful famine, in 
consequence of which, no less than 
80,000 poor famishing creatures were 
congregated within its walls at one 
time, to receive the scanty relief fur- 
nished by the Government, and the con- 
tributions of individual charity, The 
extreme pressure of that awful visita- 
tion ‘has been, in some measure, miti- 
gated. May it prove to have prepared 
many to receive, with humble gratitude, 
the bread which came down from hea- 
. ven | 


LUKHYANTIPORE anp KHARI. 
Mr. De Monte’s Journal. 

The following is an account of my la- 
bours among the Christians of Khari and 
Lukhyantipore. To begin with the first 
station, I observe that on Sundays, besides 
the morning and afternoon services, 1 have 


had an intermediate service on every Sab- 
bath day. My congregations varied, both 
inthe morning and afternoon, from fifty to 
sixty-four, and evidently heard the word 
of God with seriousness and attention. The 
intermediate meeting consists of church 
members, and candidates for baptism, when 
the former are interrogated as to the state 
of their minds, and admonished, instructed; 
or encouraged, as their circumstances re- 
quire; and the latter are examined as to 
their fitness for joining the church. As 
some of them are fit subjects of baptism, I 
think the number of church members will 
be augmented-as soon as a person is sent thi- 
ther to baptize them; for they have been 
for years as candidates, and their baptism is 
deferred on account of some ordained mis- 
sionaries not being able to go to them. 
Some hopes, also, are entertained of the 
three excommunicated persons being re- 
stored to the church communion very soon, 
from their evident signs of repentance. We 
have three week-day services here, Friday, 
at Khari, Tuesday, at Bannéabad, and 
Wednesday, at Madpur; and on these oc- 
casions both men and women, to the num- 
ber of five to twenty, are taught, by cate- 
chetical exercises, the principles of the ~ 
Christian religion. J hope some of them 
are now endeavouring to improve their cha- 
racters, In general, they attend on the 
means of grace regularly, which leads me 
to hope that, under the divine blessing, 
their minds will be enlightened, and they 
will be enabled to follow the Lord fully, 
The number of persons removed by death 
are few, two men, and three women. One 
of the men, Doorgaram Makal, was a mem- 
ber of the church for the last three years, 
and died in the Lord. And we havea good - 
hope of one of the women, too; for though 
she was not in the church, yet she led a 
good life, and was a candidate for baptism. 
In regard to the rest of them, truth compels 
me to state, that very little hopes are en. 
tertained of them. During the last year, 
only two Hindus have joined the Christian 
population here, and, secre the two 


of 


from the five deceased persons, we have 
decrease of three people in this station. It 
is the Lord; let him do what seemeth good. 
Ere long he will remember our low state, 
and bless us with prosperity in this place, 
also. We have here, now, altogether, two 
hundred and eight persons, including men, 
women, and children; consisting of a hun- 
dred and eighty catechumens, twenty-five 
ehureh members, and three who have been 
excommunicated. From among the catechu- 
mens, six persons have offered themselves as 
eandidates for baptism. 

We now turn to our Lukhyantipur sta- 
tion, and here, I hope, we shall find much 
reason to bless the Lord. We have in this 
station not less than three hundred and 
ninety-five persons, consisting of men, wo- 
men, and children; of these thirty-eight are 
ehurch members, three who have been ex- 
communicated, and three hundred and fifty. 
four catechumens. From among these cate- 
chumens seventy persons have offered them- 
selves as candidates for baptism. I am 
happy to inform you that the work of God 
is prospering here, even beyond our most 
sanguine expectations; not so much in re- 
gard to the number of persons added to the 
Christian population, but particularly as it 
respects their growth in grace. That our 
people are ameliorating in their moral cha- 
racter, and are exceedingly desirous of gain- 
ing divine knowledge, is apparent to all 
their neighbours. Some of our illiterate 
brethren are so anxious to learn to read, 
that not being able to do this in the day- 
time, on account of their daily occupations, 
they gladly sit until eleven at night with the 
Lukhyantipur sehool teacher, and read and 
write with perseverance. Iam happy to 
report that some of them can now read the 
Scriptures tolerably well, while others are 
aspiring after it. Religious subjects seem 
to have a good share im their conversation ; 
and it is not unusual to see them afterwards 
having recourse to me for the elucidation of 
certain passages of the Scriptures. We 
have five week-day services here. Mon- 
days, at Lukhyantipur; Tuesdays, at Sa. 
dasipur, and Banspalla; Wednesdays, .at 
Marupay; and Fridays, at Dhankaéta. On 
these occasions, from twelve to twenty per- 
sons meet together for learning the -princi- 
ples of the Christian religion by catechetical 
exercises; and, that our people may be 
praying Christians, every one among the 
men has to supplicate the throne of graee by 
turn, Many of them do pray with fervency, 
and have family worship regularly in their 
houses. This is manifest to their Hindu 
neighbours, who behold their holy conver- 
sation with a degree of surprise. I men- 
tioned in my last journal that many of our 
people have learnt the first catechism, and 
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that on account of my teaching them, by 
the advice of my respected friend, the Rev. 
G. Pearce, the contents of a tract called, 
«« A Compendium of Christian Duties.” I 
could not introduce the second catechism ; 
but now, as they have gone through this 
tract, too, I have commenced teaching them 
the second catechism from the month of 
February last; and it seems they are en- 
deavouring to learn it as fast as possible. 
I hope in time they will treasure up in their 
minds the important doctrines it contains. 
On Sundays we have three services at the 
Lukhyantipur chapel ; in the morning from 
a hundred and forty to a hundred and 
seventy persons attend the chapel (not in- 
cluding Hindus) ; and in the afternoon, from 
ninety to a hundred and forty people join us 
in serving the Lord. The decorum and 
seriousness are highly pleasing, The inter- 
mediate meeting consists of church mem- 
bers, and candidates for baptism, when the 
former are asked as to the state of their 
minds during the week past, and instructed, 
admonished, or encouraged, aecording to 
their various wants and necessities; and 
the latter are led to state their reasons for 
desiring baptism, and are examined as-to 
their fitness for receiving this ordinance. 

In this station ten persons have been re- 
moved by death during the last year, four 
men, three women, and three infants; but 
none -of them were in the church. The 
men and women renounced their caste a 
short time ago, and were under Christian 
instruetion, and it is supposed that had they 
lived they would have given evidence of 
their conversion to God. Within the past 
year five persons were baptized, and re. 
eeived into church fellowship. Twenty-one 
Hindus have renounced their caste, and 
joined the Christian population in this 
place. They give us every encouragement 
to hope that they are trying to walk as it 
becometh the gospel of Christ. 

From the numerical statements given 
above, it will be seen that we have now-in 
Lukhyantipur station three hundred and 
fifty-four catechumens, thirty-eight church 
members, and three excommunicated per- 
sons; and that among the catechumens we 
have seventeen candidates for baptism, In 
order to meet the instruction of this vast 
number of persons I have only two cate- 
chists to assist me; and what could we do 


/among so many, considering the indolent 


habits of some, the dulness of comprehen. 


sion of others, and the greatness of the dis- | 


tance of some of the villages where they 
reside. Consequently, by the advice of 
the Rey. C. C. Aratoon, I have ‘engaged. 
two more eatechists from this month, and 


appointed a day in the week for instructing ~ 


a certain number 


ce of promising men for the 
ministry. ee a ee 


J 
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_ From a view of the account just given, it 
is certain that the Lord has blessed my 
feeble efforts with much success, and that 
he is carrying on the work of grace in the 
hearts of many persons here. When I first 
came to this station, which is about six years 
ago, I found no more than one church mem- 
ber, three excommunicated persons, and 
twenty-seven catechumens ; thirty-one per- 
sons in all; butit appears from the numeri- 
eal statement given above, that we have 
more than half this number now candidates 
for baptism, and hence we are encouraged 
to abound more in the work of the Lord; 
seeing that “ our labour is not in vain in the 
Lord.” 
July 1st, 1838. 


—___ 


CEYLON. 


The following encouraging intelligence 
from our excellentibrother Daniel,has been 
longer than usual on its passage, it being 
datedj30th Junelast. Ourreaders will per- 
ceive by it that the work of God is still 
advancing at the stations under his care. 
Long before now, we trust, he has been 
joined by our friend Mr, Harris, who 
was expected to leave the Cape about 
the middle of September :— 


Since I wrote to you a number of circum. 
stances have occurred to try our faith and 
patience, and to call forth gratitude to our 
God and Saviour. Some of our native 
members have acted irregularly in not 
evincing a due attachment to public ordi- 
nances; and a few of them have been led 
astray by the temptations which surround 
us. We have been therefore obliged te ex- 
clude some of them, and to admonish others ; 
while some who have been excluded on for- 
mer occasions, having professed repentance, 

ve been restored to the communion of the 
church. We have on the other hand been 


favoured lately to receive eighteen by bap-~ 


tism into the church at different places, 
within the last three months; and several 
others are candidates for that important 
ordinance. Oh, that they may be of those 
whom the Lord will own on the decisive 
day. : 

NEW PLACE OF WORSHIP AT KOTTAGHA- 
; WATTA. 


_ We have, likewise,’within the above men- 
tioned time, opened a new place of worship 
at Kottaghawatta, a village about five miles 
from Colombo, where another missionary 
station has been established, and a church 
of twelve members formed. Five of these 
were previously united to the church here; 
and seven others have been added to thern, 
out of the above specified eighteen, who are 


wh 4 
epep 


sald to have been baptized. The Lord has 
raised up a suitable native assistant mission- 
ary, who was formerly one of my best 
school-masters, but who is evidently quali. 
fied to perform more important work. He 
and his family are gone to live among the 
people; where he is remarkably diligent and 
active. In that village, and about eight 
others, he is continually occupied, both in 
public and from house to house, preaching 
and teaching the Lord Jesus. He is pecu- 
liarly skilled in attacking the idolatrous 
errors of the people around him. A great 
spirit of inquiry and opposition having 
been produced by his efforts, many around 
him, who were accustomed to go to the hea- 
then temples, have this year neglected them ; 
while obstinate idolaters have exhibited 
their fierce opposition to his faithful efforts. 
These things are encouraging. But having 
had in some instances painful disappoint- 
ments to excited hopes, I am often afraid 
to mention many things which are pleasing, 
lest I should have to record their failure- 
Our sole trust must be in the name of the 
Lord, who made heaven and earth. 


WANT OF MISSION-HOUSE, 


One considerable difficulty existing at this 
station is, the want of a residence for the mis- 
sionary. As-no-one builds in these interior 
places a house, except fer his own occupa- 
tion, none can be rented. He and his fa- 
mily are at present obliged to occupy a 
room in a house belonging to another, which 
is most unpleasant to both. Ihave applied to 
the Government for the gift of a piece of 
land on which to erect a dwelling, which 
has kindly been granted. But how to get 
money for the building of one, I do not know. 
T have so lately been a solicitor for money 
from the European population here, and 
must so soon do it again for a missionaty 
object, that I dare not in this case seck 
their aid. I think, for £40. the whole may 
be completed ; and when it is considered 
that I do not know if the station can be 


}inantained without it, I hope that the So- 
| ciety, or some benevolent individuals con- 


nected with it, will afford me that outlay 
for this object. 
MATELLE STATION, 


I have mentioned our station at Matelle; 
about ninety miles from this. Our active 
and benevolent native member, who com- 
menced it, and hitherto occupied it, has at 
length finished a neat place of worship 
there; which, with its furniture, and the 
ground on which it stands, with the utmost 
economy, has cost a little more than £70. 
T bave allowed them £5. on behalf of it 
from the Socicty—the rest they have raised, 
or will raise, by their own exertions and ap- 


> 


plications, and have the premises conveyed 
over by deed to the Baptist Missionary Soci- 
ety. 1 went to the opening of it, which took 
place on the 24th of May last. That I might 
perform the journey with the utmost economy 
and make it a missionary tour, I engaged a 
bullock bandy; and, with a native brother, 
proceeded by slow stages thither and re- 
turning, that we might as far as possible 
preach in every place the gospel of God. 
We were out nearly two weeks ; and in the 
course of the excursion, preached between 
us, I should-caleulate, about sixty times— 
often to people who never had heard of the 
true God, nor of the only Saviour. We put 
into circulation about 500 tracts.. In streets, 
in the high-ways, at bazars, in private 
houses, in school-rooms, and in many other 
places, we made known the gospel of God. 
The opening of the place of worship was a 
very interesting service. After the service, 
a long and public conversation was held on 
Buddhism and Christianity, by the different 
advocates of both systems, amidst a num- 
ber of deeply-interested spectators. On the 
following Lord’s-day, besides two Singhalese 
sermons, the ordinance of baptism was ad. 
ministered in a river to three natives (who 
had been long under private as well as pub- 
lic instruction), on a profession of repent- 
ance and faith in Christ. In the evening 
of the day the Lord’s supper was adminis. 
tered; and they, with our friend who 
pee to them, and his wife, who had 

efore made an avowal of attachment to 
Christ, were formed into a Christian church. 
Oh that the little one may indeed become a 
thousand ! 

While at this spot I saw the necessity of 
more vigorous efforts being made, than 
could be exhibited by a person who was 
occupied in business the whole of the week, 
and using only efforts on a Lord’s-day, to 
instruct the people. I therefore conversed 
with our friend who had been instrumental 
in raising the cause there, on the import- 
ance of devoting his whole time to the 
work of the ministry. I find that four day- 
schools can be conducted there, a convey. 
ance to take him from place to place main- 
tained, and his wants supplied, for the sum 
of ‘eighty rix-dollars, or £6. per month. 
After much prayer and deliberation, I have 
determined thus to do, for at least twelve 


months, and to continue it, if it receive the | 


sanction of the Committee. My reasonsare as 
follow: In the whole space of the way from 
Kandy to Trencomalie, a distance of 1 


miles, except this, there is no Protestant. 


place of worship. To neglect this oppor- 
tunity would be highly criminal. The per- 
son who preaches to them is very diligent, 
and a most acceptable preacher. He is 


there. To send another missionary, I mean, | 
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a European, with his family, would involve 
great expense. As he has a house of his 
own, we have no house rent to provide. 
Except his travelling expenses, which would 
be about the same in both cases, the salary 
allowed him is not above one-sixth part of 
what a European missionary would require. 
Being a native, he is eloquent in the lan- 
guage of the people, and has not to devote 
a year or two to the study of the language 
before he can preach init; and being a near 
relative to the Modeliar of the village, he 
will have the aid of his influence, which is 
considerable among the people. I am sen. 
sible these things will increase the expendi. 
ture of the Society, but I could not think it 
right to neglect it. To remedy it as far as 
I can, I have circulated a proposal for a 
monthly subscription to aid it. I have ob- 
tained promises for this end of about two 
pounds per month, and hope to make it up 
three. You will, I am sure, willingly de- 
fray the other three. 


WEST INDIES. 


——_—— 


SPANISH TOWN. 


The following communication from 
Mr. Philippo, dated 12th Oct., presents 
a very gratifying picture of the effects 
resulting from the recent change in the 
social condition of the labouring classes 
in Jamaica :— 

Things here, as far as the people are 
concerned, are progressing to admiration. 
From the commerce carried on between the 
towns and the country, and from the ap- 
pearance, manners, and behaviour of the 
people, I can scarcely persuade myself at 
times that the least alteration has taken 
place in their social condition, The excep- 
tions to this statement are of a decidedly 
favourable character. All who feel them- 
selves in the enjoyment of all the adyan- 
tages of freedom are evidently more industri- 
ous, enterprising, cheerful, and happy. They 
seem, indeed, to exist in a new world, and 
to breathe a new atmosphere. The change 
is already astonishing ; and he hopes it is 
calculated to create of the future, cannot but 


be of the most gratifying description to 


every unprejudiced and right-thinking mind. 
Already, also, many converts have been 
made to the belief of the advantages that 
will result from the new state of things, 


Amongst these isa gentleman of high pro-— 


fessional rank, and a member of Assembly, 
whose previous anticipations as to the re- 
sults of freedom were well known to have 


been of the most gloomy description. — He 


assured me the other day (and I believe he _ 
has not serupled to avow his conyictionina 


meter 


a lial tl 
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more public ‘manner), that he is now tho- 
roughly persuaded that the change will be 
infinitely for the better to the country in 
every respect. The people attached to his 
own estates, he assures me, with but few 
exceptions, have been carrying on its opera- 
tions to his entire satisfaction, and that for 
the same terms of remuneration (1s. 8d. per 
day) he could obtain as many labourers as 
he might choose to employ. Such were his 
prospects previous to the Ist of August, that 
he felt almost determined to part with his 
properties; but now, if I understood him 
correctly, so far from doing so, he would 
have no objection to make purchases of a 
similar kind. As an evidence that he is 
sincere in his acknowledgments of the mo- 
ral influence that has been exerted by the 
missionaries,—notwithstanding the scanda- 
lous reports that have been circulated to the 
contrary by the corrupt and vicious press of 
this country,—he has generously offered a 
piece of land to the Baptist Missionary 
Society, situated in the midst of a large 
rural population, and to build a chapel and 
school-house upon it at his own expense, on 
condition of its being supplied, either sta. 
tedly or occasionally, by a missionary of our 
denomination. 

Similar views are now beginning to be 
entertained by the generality of the resident 
proprietors of any account; and hence in- 
creased advantages are afforded to mission. 
aries for the successful prosecution of their 
important work. If the Society could but 
aid us in our struggles for two years longer, 
with men, and with increased means of a 
pecuniary kind, they might then leave us to 
ourselves, for the whole island, in a moral 
and religious sense, would then be ours. As 
an individual, no one can possibly possess 
greater external advantages of usefulness 
than I do at this moment; but I am bound 


_hand and foot by the want of comparatively 


trifling pecuniary means. There is scarcely 


an estate or property of any kind, for miles 


around, upon which I have not been invited 
to establish schools and erect a place of 
worship. If I have had one acre of land 
offered me fer this purpose, I have had a 
hundred ; and in almost every case accom- 
panied with the offer also of building mate. 
rials, and a part of the labour requisite in 
the erection; but still I cannot move, be- 
cause a little ready money is necessary to 
take up the lands, and in making other ne- 
cessary preparations. Nor have I any hope 
of aid from our own people in these dis- 
tricts, as they are already engaged in efforts 
towards liquidating the debts on the chapels 
at Passage Fort, and Sligo Ville, which 
press upon me, and will do for some time to 
come, very heavily. 
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It must be painful indeed to a mission. 
ary, to labour among a people who manifest 
no disposition to listen to his message; but 
I often persuade myself that it is still more 
so, where, from comparatively trifling causes, 
he is unable to satisfy the insatiate appetite 
of hundreds, hungering and thirsting for the 
bread and water of eternal life. Wants re- 
quiring pecuniary means arise on every 
hand. In addition to the need of new 
Chapels, all those already erected require 
enlargement. Cannot the Committee award 
me £100 to secure some of the most eligible 
of the lands for the purposes for which they 
are offered? If so, the people themselves 
in most of the places would proceed with 
the buildings. I press this upon the Com- 
mittee with the utmost earnestness, and 
sincerely hope they will give the subject 
thelr instant and prayerful consideration. 


BROWN’S TOWN. 


From this station also, on the oppo- 
site side of the Island, the accounts are 
equally satisfactory. The letter from 
which they are taken was written by 
Mr. Clark, on the 9th Oct. 

“ We have much—very much to be grate- 
ful for. The desire of our hearts is gratified 
to an extent beyond our most sanguine ex- 
pectations, as regards the work of God. It 
is progressing more rapidly than before. 
Religion appears to be taking greater hold 
of people’s minds, and more powerfully 
regulating their conduct. I have, during 
the last two years, baptized nearly 200 per- 
sons, and during that time have had to ex- 
clude but two from our communion; and 
certainly our chureh discipline isnot less 
strict than any church I know of at home. 
Our people are now fully equal in intelli- 
gence to the peasantry of England—at least 
when I was at home. Oldand young have ~ 
learned, or are learning to read. Ona Sab- 
bath day we have from 500 to 600 children, 
and nearly as many adults, learning to read 
the word of God—old people in spectacles 
and idolaters from Africa among them. We 
have evening schools on Mondays and 
Thursdays. besides others on estates; a 
writing school on Saturday; and a Bible — 
class. I am going, after much hesitation, to 
enlarge the chapel, to enable it to accom- 
modate double the present number it can 
now contain. I have had a heavy debt to ~ 
struggle with, but I rejoice to say that only 
£10 remains, and that I expect to receive 
this evening. The enlargement will cost 
£2,000. From the past I derive hope for 
the future. God has helped us in every 
difficulty, and will not now forsake us. 

“At Bethany—the station I formed my- 


. 
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self, and in which I feel no ordinary interest, 
we havegot a congregation of 1,200, There 
I am about also to build, The day-school is 
very interesting—the attendance from 120 
to 130. I have to-day, and since I began 
this letter, commenced a new school, about 
four miles from this. My expectations were 
not excited, but more than gratified. We 
have commenced with 97 children. I am 
pledged to commence two or three more as 
soon as I get premises. 

“The people are going on steadily and 
industriously.” 


RIO BUENO. 


Extract of a letter from Mr. Dexter, 
dated Oct. 1.— 

You will have seen by the newspapers 
which have been forwarded to you, some 
account of our rejoicings and our alarms 
during the ever-memorable month of Au- 
gust, Things have since settled down into 
their ordinary channel. The people in this 
district are every where working cheerfully, 
and are in most cases fairly paid. 1 need 
not, however, enlarge on this point, as you 
will obtain general information from other 
sources. 

Our stations are, perhaps, in every res- 
pect in a more prosperous condition than 
they ever were since I have known them. 
The congregations are, from their size, pain- 
fully pleasing. At Stewart Town especially, 
though the chapel has been enlarged, and a 
considerable number who used to come from 
a great distance in the mountains now form 
a separate congregation at Liberty Vale, we 
still have many more than we can accom- 
modate: while at Rio Bueno something 
must immediately be done to screen from 
the scorching rays of the sun the hundreds 
who cannot gain admission to the chapel. 
At Liberty Vale we have at present about 
300 in attendance, who are supplied once a 
fortnight from Stewart Town, partially by 
myself, and partially by Mr. Dillon my 
schoolmaster. A Sabbath-school has been 
commenced, in which there are about 50 
scholars, and I have engaged a master who, 
after Christmas, will begin a day-school 


ther up the country, in a district which has 
never been visited by any thing like the 
light of the gospel, and where the people 
are consequently given up to the full power 
of the old African superstitions and IDOL- 
ATRIES. The last word, strong as it is, is 
not too strong to express their real condi- 
tion; as I am credibly informed that there 
are, throughout the whole of that (the mid- 
land) part of the island, many who are as 
thoroughly given up to the worship of 
“ods that cannot save,” as were their an- 
cestors on the shores of Africa. I fear that 
many of our friends at home will be startled 
on hearing this; they seem to have formed 
the opinion that Jamaica is almost, or en- 
tirely evangelised. They may, however, 
rest assured that much more exertion will 
be necessary before that desirable end shall 
be accomplished. Should a place be ob- 
tained in that neighbourbood, service will be 
held there, and at Liberty Vale, on alternate 
Sabbaths, either by myself, Mr. Dillon, or 
Mr. Gibson, the new school-master referred 
to. He has been used to conducting village 
services at home, and will not therefore 
have to enter upon a work which is new to 
him. Mr. Dillon also has begun to preach, 
and is, I believe, an acceptable supply. 
You will rejoice with me that God is raising 
up such instruments, and pray with me that 
their labours may be blest. 


MANCHIONEEL, 


Extract of a letter from Mr. Kingdon, 
cated Sept. 21:— 


I have a pleasing task to perform in wri-- 


ting you to-day, viz., to tell you that we 
are in great want of room for the congrega- 
tion that assemble here sabbath after sab- 
bath; and that, in consequence of this 
circumstance, we are seriously proposing to 
build forthwith such a chapel and school- 
room as will better suit the number that 
require accommodation. That we do need 
a larger place of worship, you will feel con- 
vinced when I inform you that we are 
obliged to throw open to the people every 
sabbath, our only two rooms, excepting the 


there. I trust he will be useful in other | bed-room, and my study, when the chapel 


ways. I mentioned him to you some time 
ago, as a member of Mr. Cater’s church at 
Bath, who came out as a clerk. He has 
since found that store-keeping and religion 
will not agree in this country ;.and having 
expressed a determination to return to E: 

land at the end of the year, unless he found 
some employment more congenial with his 


feelings, I at once requested him to take | ther on anotlier evening, for the a and of 


charge of a school at the station referred to. 
As soon as he is settled there, I shall endea- 
vour to obtain a place about ten miles far- 


has been filled; and that we should be very 
likely to have a still better attendance ; and 
some of the planters, perhaps, occasionally, 
had we a more convenient and decent place 
for their accommodation. Sometime since, 


finding our week-evening meeting here 


badly attended, I determined to go down to 
the estates, to one on one evening, and toano- 


holding meetings there ; and I am induced to 


think that the steepness of our ascent has 
been a hindrance to persons coming after 
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the fatigue of their day’s work, for I get 
double the number, pes fae more than this, 
that I used to have up here, and many hear 
the word when brought so very near, that 
will not go far for it. To this practice of mine, 
and also to our having a day-school in active 
operation through the first five working days 
of the week, as well as a good sabbath-school, 
do IJ attribute it, under the blessing of God, 
that there is a greater desire to hear the 
word than we have hitherto observed. And 
now, my dear brother, I hope you will be 
able to help us materially in this under- 
taking. You will see, if you refer to the 
subscription list that I sent to Mr. Steane by 
last packet, the amount of labour and money 
already given, and promised here, to which, 
I trust, great additions will be made; but 
whether we finally decide on having (as at 
first proposed) a stone building, or only a 
wooden one, the expenses of it will fall little 
below a £1,000. currency. The architect 
to whom I have applied for plans and speci- 
fications, being just now indisposed, I have 


not the means of stating particulars by this. 


packet, but I hope to do this next packet. 
In the meanwhile, I beg leave to apprise 
you of our intention, and of our necessities, 
trusting that this intelligence will be grati- 


fying. 


HONDURAS. 

The Society has been called to sustain an 
affecting bereavement in this part of the 
missionary field. Mr. Henry Philpot, whose 
arrival at Belize was announced so lately as 
in our number for September, is numbered 
with the dead ! He was a young man whose 
unaffected modesty, amiable disposition, and 
zealous attachment to missionary service, 
gave fair promise of extended usefulness. 
His arrival had greatly refreshed the heart 
of Mr. Henderson, with whom he was to be 


“associated in the increasing labours of the 


station; but soon after commencing his en- 
gagements, disease began to undermine his 
constitution, nor ceased its ravages till the 
earthly tabernacle was levelled with the 
dust. His death took place on the 7th of 
September, at half-past six in the morning, 
at the mission-house, and he was buried in 
the evening of the same day, amidst the 
regrets of a respectable assembly, who had 
learnt in some measure, during his brief so- 
journ among them, to appreciate his worth. 
These few particulars are gleaned from a 
letter addressed by Mr. Henderson to a 
near relative, which is the only communica - 
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tion which has yet reached us since the 
mournful event. That letter gives the follow- 
ing account of the only occasion on which 
he preached at the Mission Chapel, as he 
was occupied, except in that instance, at 
another place of worship lately opened in a 
distant part of the town. 

“On the 27th of May, he preached in 
our place of worship in the evening, the 
first and only time. When I heard him, I 
hoped it was an earnest of future usefulness. 
His subject was Divine love, from the words 
of our Saviour to Peter, ‘Simon, son of 
Jonas, lovest thou me?’ There was a cor- 
rectness of diction not always to be met 
with in young preachers ; the ground he took 
seemed to be his own. What he had tasted 
and what he loved was declared unto us 
with gravity and affection. He was much 
loved by the members of the church, and 
his loss is much felt by us all. How con- 
soling! oh, how consoling to know, that 
verily there is a reward for the righteous, 
and that his loss to us is incalculable gain to 
him—being of those who washed their robes 
and made them white in the blood of the 
Lamb.” 


ARRIVAL OF MISSIONARIES, 


It was stated in our November Herald, 
that our esteemed brother, the Rev. George 
Pearce, had taken his departure from Cal- 
cutta, in the hope of recruiting his greatly 
impaired health. We have the pleasure to 
state that Mr. P. arrived at Penzance on the 
18th November. The Larkins, in which he 
sailed, struck on a sunken rock among the 
Scilly Islands; but a merciful Providence 
preserved the lives of all on board, though 
they were obliged hastily to quit the vessel, 
and proceed to Penzance in an open boat. 

Mr. and Mrs, Bayne reached Calcutta in 
safety some time in the month of Septem- 
ber, though their vessel also, the Elvira, 
narrowly escaped shipwreck in passing up 
the Bay of Bengal. 

On his homeward passage, Mr. Pearce 
had the pleasure of spending two or three 
days with Mr, Daniel, at Colombo, and 
also of meeting Mr. Harris and his family 
at the Cape of Good Hope. 

Our beloved brother, Mr, Clarke, of Jeri- 
cho, has returned from New York to Jamaica 
with his wife and child, with some degree 
of amendment in their health, Much kind 
attention was shown them by our Christian 
friends in the United States. 


LIST OF FOREIGN LETTERS RECEIVED. | : 


Easr Inpres.— Rev. J. Williamson, Sewry, March 20 ; James Penney, Calcutta, Aug. 
23, ‘rd another without date ; J ames Thomas, Calcutta, two without dates; United Mis- 
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sionaries, Calcutta, July 2; G. Bruckner, Samarang, July 15 ; R, Williams, Agra, Nov. 
12; J. C. Marshman, Serampore, July 2; E. Daniel, Colombo, June 30 ; J. Harris, Cape, 
Aug. 24, Sept. 11. if 

Sourn Arrica.—Messrs. Kidwell and others, Graham’s Town, Aug. 10, Sept. 3. 

Jamatca.---Rey. T. Burchell, Montego Bay, Sept. 4, Oct. 2; W. Knibb, Falmouth 
(two) Sept. 1, Sept. 14, 16 ; T. E. Ward, Falmouth, Oct. 10; Ds Day, Poit peas, Sept. 
5; W. Dendy, Salter’s Hill, Aug. 22, Oct. 18 ; T. F. Abbort, St. Ann’s Bay, Sept. 3, 18, 
26; H.C. Taylor, Old Harbour, Sept. 17; J. Kingdon, Belle Castle, Sept. 21; J. M. 
Phillippo, Spanish Town, Oct. 12; J. Clark, Brown’s Town, Oct. 1, 10; B. B. Dexter, 
Rio Bueno, Oct. 1,11; J. Tinson, Kingston, Oct. 13; J. Reid, Hayes Savannah, Oct. 10; 
Mrs. Baylis, Bethtephil, Sept. 27 ; S. Oughton, Lucea, Oct. 23. 

Banama Istanps.—Rev. E. F. Quant, Turk’s Islands, Aug. 30, Oct. 20; Mrs. Apple- 
gate, Nassau, Sept. 22. 

Rey. John Clarke, at New York, Sept. 8. 


CONTRIBUTIONS 


Received on account of the Baptist Missionary Society, from Nov. 15, to Dee. 15, 
1838, not including individual subscriptions : 


Gloucester, Friends, by Mr. Reynolds... 6 0 0 | South Africa, Graham’s Town Auxiliary, 
Bramley (York), by Mr. Cliff........... 11 0 0 by Mr. T. Nelson........-.+--+: -- G0 0.0 
Stoke on Trent, Collection, by Mr. Vicars 3 0 0 | Bedfordshire Auxiliary, by John Foster, Esq., 
Devonport, Morice Square, by Rev. T. Treasurer :— 
ELOTtO Wee caieie caters e eikiaihies aid Saat nos 25,5022 Bedford ..::casosin«dwarees es oe 20 3 0 
Ipswich, Donations by a few Friends, by Biggleswade.... ...s-s0+e- 60 1 3 
Were Glare. cotsisiseeas xa te oats - 24 3 0 Gamilingay....s...0se00+ 7. 29a 
Downton, Collection and Sunday’ School, Gransden...... eiala's aah ay oe LOE 
by Rev. John Clare... ..1.. cesses 16 210 Sharnbrook......s..ee0.:ec0+ 916 4 
Winchester, Collection, by Rev. John Stauphton,...svescscc porters Ole LO 
PET; JUN aioe mscinmcenetelos ot eae le ieaies 26 Triplow. ......ceseeessecces 01: 6 
Oxfordshire Auxiliary, on account, by Mr. ——— la7 18 11 
QE CGE opccsessinth spe ohosc Crotemiaeice eee 100 0 0 | Cornwall Auxiliary, by Rev. Joseph Spasshatt ;— 
Dividend on Estate of late F. Deakin, StcAuUstie. acess ataces* sane oes 
Birmingham, by Mr. J. W. Showell.. 20 11 11 Padstow. ws cewoxtlon Seiwa: Sole 
Great Shelford, Collection, &c. by Rev. Marazion.. ee = 2eO 
EVV ec icy CANO Waser .steucanioeatiat asernare 15. 3-6 Redruth..... - 30 8 4 
Churches at Kingussie and Tullimet, by True cs - 4219 4 
Rev. R. Thomson, Perth,.......06-. 516 0 Helston.......+. Se et eed 
Dock Head, Bermondsey, Collection, Penzance...c.scseesseoveess 16 1 11 
Aipril-2035 0) sev ecrcce Sates e Se sexecualO LO pet Ghactwalere..ceseerscessaee 7 175.0 
Great Driffield, Collection, by Rev. J. Falmonth. ocisetcess esos em. 49 I8 6 
Normanton......... STE Soe aT TAO: ——— 200 010 
Beaconsfield, Collections, by Rev. Eus- Thorpe, Exsex, by Mr. King’ss...-e00e0s 4 8 4 
RACE“ C aye rah saccmicsi causa hanteort 5 6 0| Otiey, by Rev. John Eyres .,.-.-...0.. 613 0 
Sible Hedingham, Collected at Prayer- 2 
Meeting, by Rey. R. Langford...... 118 3 P.S. By an oversight, the sums acknowledged 
Hampshire Auxiliary, on account, by Mr. last month, as received from Swanwick and Bur- 
B. H. Hinton and Mr. George.......238 9 $8 | ton on Trent were reversed. The former should 


have been £7 6 0; the latter £12 14 2, 


For the Ten additional Missionaries to India. 
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Friend, byMrs. Cox, Hackney...... See Eevee 2 0 0 
Friend: at New, Milliaines salegtaie ve Meninnare swing 5 0 0 
Mrs. Leader, Wootton, by Rev. John Kershaw......... Si ikinitie Seeley 5 oie OO SU eee) 
John Coward. Esq. /iverpool, to extend operations in Jamaica........... ..50 0 0 
Mrs. J. L. Angas, Newcastle-on- Tyne, D0......csccessseccvccscsececsesesssel® 0 0 
For Rev. W. Knibb’s Schools, by the Editor of the Emancipator: 
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TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


A small box has been received for Mr. Knibb, from “A sincere friend to the Mission. 
ary Cause,” . 


vain. 
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JANUARY, 1839. 


Subscriptions and Donations thankfully received by the Secretary, Rev. S. GREEN, 61, Queen’s 
Row, Walworth; by the Rey. J. Dyer, at the Baptist Mission Rooms, 6, Fen Court, Fenchurch 
Street ; and_ the Rev. SterHen Davis, 92, St. John Street Road, Islington; the Messrs, 
MiLLarD, Bishopsgate Street ; SANDERS, 104, Great Russel Street, Bloomsbury ; LADBROKE 
& Co., Bankers, Bank Buildings; by the Rev. C. ANpERsoN, Edinburgh; the Rev. Mr. 
Iwnes, Frederick Street, Edinburgh ; the Rey. J. Forp, 8, Richmond Hill, Rathmines-road, 
Dublin; by Mr. J. Hopkins, Bull Street, Birmingham; by Mr. J. H. ALuEeN, Norwich ; 
and by any Baptist Minister, in any of our principal towns. 


Mr, Berry writes to the Secretary under date, 

Abbeylier, Nov. 1, 1838 :— 

Dear Sir, 

A severe cold has prevented me from itine- 
rating as extensively as usual the last month. 
I was out travelling when the weather changed 
from very fine to stormy, and got such a wet- 
ting as almost to have laid me up; but, thanks 
to my heavenly Father, I have been enabled 
to preach at Abbeyliex ten times, at Rahuna- 
broug six times, at Corbally twice, Roscrea 
twice, Mountrath once, Fortwilliam once, and 
at Clonmore Ossory once. My Scripiure 
reading and visiting, I regret to say, was con- 
fined to four or five families. How thankful 
should I feel that I was able to attend to 
most of my preaching engagements ; and that 
I am now able to resume active labour, Per- 
haps I may have nothing new at this time to 
communicate; but something I have that 
must at all times be interesting to God’s dear 
chiidren—“‘ the poor have the gospel preached 
unto them ;” and I have. been graciously per- 
mitted to bear the glad tidings of peace and 
salvation to many, very many, precious souls. 
If there even were no present indication of 
the divine favour attending such delightful 
employment, I firmly believe the promises of 
Jehovah, and feel assured, that ‘‘ the bread 
cast upon the waters will appear after many 
days.” To work whilst it is called to-day, 
and to work faithfully and prayerfully, is our 
privilege ; to increase and to bless rests with 
Him who has commanded us to preach ; and 
of that increase and that blessing we may rest 
assured. The conversion of a bigotted and 
ignorant Roman Catholic in this place by the 
means of my excellent predecessor, Mr. Had- 
dow, affords me much encouragement. He, 
good man, ‘‘though bearing precious seed, 
went forth weeping,” and left this for America, 
But, though lost to Ireland, one of her sons 
has gone before him to glory, to testify that 
the man of sin is vulnerable, and that the 
Baptist Irish Society are net labouring in 
The man’s name was Mulhall. He 
died in peace lately, fully and finally renounc- 
ing the errors of the church of Rome. 


Roman Catholics in this county are much 
more bigotted, and under greater subjection to 
their priests, than either Mayo, Galway, or 
Sligo, This I attribute partly to the want of 
Scripture readers, and partly to their having 
given up the use of the Irish language. The 
Roman Catholic faith is of course the same 
in Leinster as in Connaught; and I should 
expect, that if we had at least an equal num- 
ber of labourers with those of other districts, 
that this bigotry and slavish subjection to hu- 
man corruptions, would be overcome, I 
should even-expect more fruit here than in 
the West, for the people are more independ- 
ent and better informed than in other parts of 
Ireland. If any of our English brethren 
could be found who doubt the utility of our 
Society, I am sure that one year’s residence 
at a station long occupied by you, and another 
year at a station not so occupied, would re- 
move his doubts, and send him back loudly 
calling for more help—for more readers, and 
for more preachers. : 

I have lately read a letter from a Mr. Da- 
vis, in your Magazine. I was sorry to have 
read that letter; and, lest it should lead 
either you, or any member of your respected 
Committee, to make the least alteration in 
your intention of sending out more labourers 
into fields white unto harvest, fields that need 
your labour as much as India, East or West, 
I .would respectfully endeavour to remove 
from your minds what appears to me unfa- 
vourable to Ireland, and prejudicial to the in- 
terests of the Redeemer’s kingdom in this 
land. The appearance of a few church people 
at Mr. Davis’s place of worship, when in Ire- 
land, may have moved ‘a nine days’ won- 
der,” and created ‘‘ unusual excitement she 
but he must have been peculiarly situated. 
In my experience this has not been the case ; 
and, to my own knowledge, it was not the case 
with several of your ministers. I have fre. 
quently preached to twenty, thirty, or forty 
church people ; and no wonder moved, no 
excitement created. The Northern Rector is 
not a “rara avis,” there are many of his 
colour ; and, without a violation of that rule 
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which allows us not to think evil, is it not to 
be feared that the Home Mission itself is a 
mission of necessity, and that if Dissenters 
were to sleep, the Church would soon fall 
back into her former torpitude? Let not the 
existence of the Home Mission hinder you 
from sending out more labourers, That there 
is a great reformation among many of the 
ministers of the National Church, and that 
there are laborious, faithful, pious, excellent 
men, I feel great pleasure in certifying ; but 
that the Church herself is regenerated, is very 
much to be questioned, especially when we 
hear her champion, Mr. Gregg, in his late 
discussion, say of the Protestant prayer-book, 
“From my heart and soul, I know and be- 
lieve that every thing is holy, that every thing 
is pure and correct, which is contained in this 
book.” Ireland has been neglected too much 
and too long ; the National Church, with her 
rich revenue, has occupied the field almost 
alone for full 300 years; and experience 
proves, that if this field is to be cultivated, so 
as to bring glory to the Lord of Hosts, it must 
be cultivated by men unshackled by human 
authority—by men who preach the whole 
truth. Send out such men, and the Lord will 
ultimately crown your labours of love with 
success. Error of every description must 
vanish away; and, in my opinion, if there 
were not a single Roman Catholic in Ireland, 
you are called upon not to stay yourhand. I 
would feel much indebted, and so would my 
countrymen too, should you be good enough 
to allow me to employ more readers. Two 
good young men at present offer themselves, 
and, as they have no families, small salaries 
would suffice, I would say £16 a year. Some 
of your friends here will enable me-to send 
out a reader without any expense to you; but 
I wish to know, will the plan proposed meet 
with your approbation? It occurs to me, that 
if we sent out a Christian pedlar, he would be 
very useful, and do much good where recog- 
nized readers might not be admitted. Our 
friends in the mercantile line will give goods 
at first cost, and it is expected that the profits 
will support him, He would keep a journal 
to be sent to you; and, if you found that the 
profits were not altogether adequate to his 
support, you might perhaps give a small dona- 
tion. I wrote to a man on the subject, who 
is desirous of being engaged in this way, and 
he replies, that in his opinion a Scripture- 
reading pedlar could not do as much business 
as others, if faithful to the Redeemer, but 
adds, ‘If I have as much saved as will cover 
my funeral expenses, that is all I want.” I 
Tequest your advice upon this subject. 


Again, under date of Abbeyleix, Dec. 1, 1838 : 
j Dear Sir,— sere cee: iui: ~ ii 

_ In my last I asked your advice about send- 
‘ing out as readers one or two Christian ped- 
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lars, and again I respectfully submit the case 
to your consideration, and request your ad- 
vice. We should endeavour to meet the 
prince of darkness in every department of his 
gloomy empire, and try by all means to coun- 
teract the efforts of his emissaries. Pedlars 
generally are ungodly men; they lodge in the 
cabins by night, and by their conversation on 
politics and religion do much harm; if con- 
verted men were sent owt, they would read a 
chapter, introduce prayer, leave a tract, and 
manifest the Son of God, and, under the Di- 
vine blessing, would do much good. When 
the Church of Rome was powerful and hos- 
tile, the Christians of Piedmont sent out their 
pedlars amongst their Roman Catholic neigh- 
bours, and were successful. I don’t ask for 
any pecuniary assistance in furnishing them 
with goods ; but, as their profits might not 
support them, if you should think favourably 
of the plan, I would ask a salary of £6 a year 
for each. I haye at present two persons wil- 
ling to make trial. In addition to this, would 
you be good enough to allow me to employ 
one or two daily readers at a low salary ? 
And, if I have not already asked you to do 
too much for us, I would say that a school in 
connexion with us would be very desirable. 
For my own part, so long as I am spared, I 
will, the Lord enabling, do all I can, as 
reader, teacher, preacher; and every hour 
not devoted to necessary study, is cheerfully 
devoted to one end. One night in the week 
I teach school, another hold a Scripture reading 
meeting, three other evenings I preach, besides 
Lord’s-day. And, after all this pleasing la- 
bour, how little is effected by one—how feeble 
the attack upon the kingdom of darkness! | 
The month just now ended has been to me 
a month of encouragement and comfort ; in- 
creased congregations will always afford en- 
couragement and delight; but more especially 
if increased by Roman Catholics. When I 
first came here, I inquired whether any Ro- 
man Catholics were in the habit of attending 
our mecting-house. J was laughed at, and 
told that as a Roman Catholic would not enter 
the grave yard with a Protestant funeral, es- 
pecially whilst the burial service was read, 
I might not expect to see any of them at our 
chapel. But I have, blessed be God, seen 
some of them come, and by experience find 
what perseverance, accompanied by kindly 
feeling, may effect. For the last month, two 
Roman Catholic females (sisters) regularly 
attend our place of worship, and with a forti- 
tude. not dissimilar. to a_caste-renouncing 
Hindoo, openly attend. In Donnoughmore 
also, Thad Roman Catholics to hear. I went 
out into the fields, by consent of the em. 


ployer, and for several-times on two successive 
s Roman 
Catholics 3 and L have good. evidence, that E J 


days, preached Christ to a number of 


this was not in vain, for two of those with 
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whom I spent part of the day came to hear 
me preach in the neighbourhood by night, and 
a third promised to come the next time I visit 
Donnoughmore. From Donnoughmore I pro- 
ceeded to Clonmore Ossory, and there again, 
amidst a large congregation of Protestants, I 
had the pleasure of observing Roman Catho- 
lics. Clonmore Ossory is a glen near to Tip- 
perary, containing many nominal Protestants, 
and very ignorant Roman Catholics, One of 
the latter with whom I conversed, told me 
the ground on which the priest trod was holy, 
and himself perfectly sinless. I directed 
that person to the mediation of Christ, and 
his perfect righteousness, but could not induce 
her to come to preaching, From Clonmore 
Ossory I went on to Roscrea and Fortwilliam, 
and at both places I had the pleasure of seeing 
the Lord’s work progressing. The congrega- 
tion at Fortwilliam, although the night was 
dark and stormy, exceeded I think any that I 
haye yet preached to in that interesting place, 
and the storm did not prevent five of the Ros- 
crea friends accompanying me thither, From 
this very brief outline you will perceive that 
November has been to me a month of consi- 
derable profit and pleasure. 

Our meetings for prayer and Scripture read- 
ing continue to be well-attended. Your valu- 
able gift, the Condensed Commentary, affords 
much assistance. ‘The military, for whom for 
some considerable time I have preached, 
have been removed to a distance; and I hope 
favourable impressions have been made. I 
was treated in that barrack with great atten- 
tion and courtesy by both Roman Catholics 
and Protestants. I have waited upon the 
present Captain, and he has kindly permitted 
me to preach in the barrack, and appears 
thankful that I should visit them. Another 
door also opens to me where I hope I may be 
useful. An order has been lately issued to 


‘the police of Ireland from Lord Morpeth, to 


afford protection and encouragement to Scrip- 
ture readers—their protection as yet I have 
not needed, neither do I think I shall; but 
to be permitted to read and preach in such 
places is encouraging, for I am sure in such 
places to meet with many Roman Catholics, 
Yesterday I went to the police station to as- 
certain the truth of the report, and was in- 
formed by the person in commano, that I was 
now: welcome to come whenever I pleased, 
and preach. A variety of tracts would be 
very acceptable, and I am just now destitute 
of any. 


Mr. Hoskins, Clonmell, also, writes to the Se+ 
cretary, Nov. 18,1838. 
_My dear Sir— 
Since I last wrote, and in accordance with 
your kind suggestions, I have been to Water- 


ford. I had a pleasing interview with Mr. 
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Hardcastle. Mr. H, will preach at Pilltown 
once a month. I have promised to do the 
same. Mr. Mullarky commenced last Friday 
week; it seems to be an interesting station. 
TI had intended to visit Bonmahan in my Wa- 
terford tour; but the heavy rains, and the 
want of a car prevented, At Bonmahan, one 
of my Cornish hearers has recently come to 
reside ; a door is thus opened for the preach- 
ing of the gospel. I think it will be wise to 
leave Bonmahan til] the spring, as the dis- 
tance is very great. Leaving Waterford, I 
came to Portlaw, and preached to an atten- 
tive good congregation. This appears to be a 
station of no small importance, especially if a 
service could be conducted on Sabbath days. 
Their hours of labour almost lead us_not to 
preach on the evenings of the working days. 
Crossing the country from Portlaw to Carrick, 
my feet got very wet, which gave me another 
severe cold, I hope, however, to get hardened 
to the weather in the course of time, In the 
evening, I preached at Clonmell toa good 
congregation, My indisposition by Sabbath 
day threatened -to lay me aside, but I was en- 
abled to preach with more than ordinary vi- 
gour; ‘‘ that the excellency of the power 
might appear to be of God.” On Tuesday, I 
was sufficiently restored to resume my itine- 
rant labours. At nine o’clock I left Clonmell 
for Thurles. I dropped tracts on the road, 
and had the pleasure of seeing many of them 
picked up. I conversed with persons on the 
car, respecting their eternal interests, remem- 
bering that an opportunity once lost is never 
to be regained. At Cashel, while the car 
stopped, I went to examine the ruins of the 
ancient castle, which stand rather elevated 
upon the top of a great rock, not much unlike 
St. Michael’s Mount in Cornwall, only,consi- 
derably less elevated. One thing struck me 
very forcibly as being another proof among 
many, that baptism was formerly administered 
in our mode, that is, by immersion. Elevated 
about three feet from the floor stands a very 
ancient baptistry, ornamented with hierogly- 
phics, having in it two holes, one for the water to 
tun into it, and another for the water to run 
out. That it was made for grown persons is 
evident from the size, it being seven feet long, 
two feet four inches deep, three feet broad at 
the head, and two feet three inches at the feet. 
Tf I were to express an idea which now floats 
in my mind, it would be this, that it is a con- 
venient method of immersing. It seems made - 
to avoid the minister’s wetting himself, 
The making provision for the flesh seems to 
have brought innumerable evils into the 
church. At Thurles I preached to a good 
congregation. Next day I went to the Kil- 
cooly hills, and on the same evening preached 
to a good congregation. They were anxious 
to know when I should visit them again. On 
Thursday, as I was returning from the hills to 
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Thurles, the horse which I rode fell down, 
and threw me some distance on the road ; but 
through mercy I was not hurt. I arrived at 
Thurles in the evening very wet and fatigued, 
On Friday returned to Clonmell, and preached 
in the evening to a small congregation. 


Mr. M. Mallarky, Nov. 1, writes to the Secre- 
tary, from Clonmell : 


Dear Sir— 

At the Hill we have two stations ; one at 
Bunnlea, and the other at Rennaghmore. At 
the former the enemy is actively engaged in 
trying to prevent ourusefulness. An influen- 
tial person went to several of the families who 
were in the habit of attending the meetings, 
and requested of them not to attend in future, 
and used every means in his power to dissuade 
the person who kindly lent his house from re- 
ceiving us again. But we have cause to 
thank the Lord for having overruled this op- 
position for good. ‘The person alluded to so 
far succeeded, that one day that we met by 
appointment, we found the house in which we 
usually met shut against us, The congrega- 
tion was assembled before the door, and we 


determined to conduct the service in the open # 


air, when one of the family came forward 
with the key, and said, ‘‘I shall never close 
my door against the gospel for any man.” 
During the service the tears run down some 
of their cheeks profusely, and after, one man 
came forward and said, *‘ Sir, I have a wide 
house, and if you will please to hold the 
meetings in it, I shall borrow seats, and make 
it comfortable ;” and another said, ‘‘I have 
a wide room already furnished with some 
benches and boards, and you can have it with 
great pleasure ;’” while the person in whose 
house we met would not hear of having the 
meeting removed from him. The train of re- 
flection, and manifestation of gratitude for 
past kindness, which this opposition led to, 
was very pleasing. Many of the poor people 
said, ‘‘ We have cause of gratitude to the Bap- 
tist Trish Society for having educated our 
children, circulated the Scriptures amongst us, 
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and having sent their ministers to preach the 
Gospel to us when there was no other society 
in existence. May the Lord bless them, and 
increase their usefulness.” 

In the latter of these stations (Reinnagh- 
more), I am happy to inform you that the 
Lord seems blessing the cause abundantly. 
At one prayer-meeting on Sabbath morning, 
there were nearly thirty persons present. And 
at our meeting in the evening, the house was 
literally crowded. In my visits to the several 
cabins, I was delighted to find that most of 
the young people knew how to read, having 
learned at our schools. We proposed establish- 
ing a Bible class, which I hope will be made 
a blessing. 

I had very interesting interviews with Ro- 
man Catholics. A man of the name Maher, 
eighty-four years of age, thanked the Lord for 
having met with me, and declared he never 
before heard the most simple cireumstances 
which I related to him out of the Scriptures’ 
I gave him two tracts, for which he was very 
thankful. I heard since, that he made fre- 
quent inquiries about me, and that he highly 
values his tracts, This time the Roman 
Catholics ventured, like Nicodemus, to come 
to my lodgings at night, and continued with 
me to a late period, seemingly delighted to 
hear the Gospel in their own language. It is 
requested that I should preach an Irish sermon 
the next time, with a promise that the Ro- 
man Catholic neighbours will attend. I trust 
the Lord is preparing the way for much pros- 
perity in this benighced land. 

Tt afforded me great pleasure to meet a 
pious school-fellow from Ballina, in Thurles. 
He is in the employment of our good brother 
Cook, who speaks in the most exalted terms 
of his steadiness, industry, and piety. It is 
pleasing under any circumstances, to see a 
young person loving and serving the Lord ; 
but to me the pleasure was increased when I 
was led to think that the ground work of reli- 
gion was laid at one of the Society’s schools. 
The Lord be praised, we have daily encour- 


_ agement ‘‘ to plough in hope,” and break up 


the fallow ground, seeking the Lord for a 
blessing on his own cause. 
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